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THEamiable Hebrew, became daily 
more cndear'd tcr Jiis JEgyptian 
mafier, who regarded hiih"with fenti- 
ments of parental tendernefs. Fide- 
lity and aflPeflion, which infpir'd the 
grateful heart of Jofeph, had diffused 
an air of fercnijLy o'er his whole de- 
portment. — Not with lefs joy, a Iwain 
impatient to purfue his rural talk, be- 
Vol. IL A holds 
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holds the gladfome rays of the fun aftef 
a long impending cloud, than the bene- 
volenl Potiphar meditated on the en- 
gaging chearfulnefs of his belov'd 
companion.-— He appoints him ruler 
throughout his numerous houfehold ; 
each faithful domeftic regards him with 
reverende ; no foonerdo they hear his 
mild commands, than with the fweet 
avidity of love they haften to obey 
them: he finds an intereft in ev'ry 
heart ; and whilft his fidelity obtains 
the unbounded confidence of his be- 
nign mafter, he beholds domeftic peace 
diflFus'd o'er all the happy dwelling.— 
The D,iviNE Dispenser of every 
blefling, decreed confpicuous rewards 
to his integrity ; for in his all-perfeft 
fight the exercife of focial virtue is 
more pleafing, than midnight orifons 
that from monaftic walls at dead of 

night, 
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night, afcend on the cold wing of dull 
formality. 

A voice from the recefs of uncrc- 
ated light commanded a band of be- 
nign fpirits to repair to the earth, there 
to guard the trull committed to the 
fonof Ifrael. Swifter thanthofe rays 
of light which are darted on the earth 
from the folar orb, they obey the divine 
mandate. Whether reclining on the 
flowery margin of fome heavenly 
ftream or in groves of unfading ama- 
ranth chanting ceafelefs praife, the 
blefs'd immortals quitted their placid 
retreats, and with joyous hymns flood 
before the throne. The felicity of 
thefe pure beings far furpaffefs themoft 
exalted ideas of mortality ; no ungen- 
tle paffions difturb their tranquillity ; 
every faculty is abforpt in blifs ; for 
tlitey are continually receiving an in- 
A 2 creafc 
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creafe of happinefs from the effulgent 
prefence of their God.— They find 
employments fuited to their exalted 
faculties; fome vifit the various plan- 
netary fyftems, to admire the regularity 
of their revolving orbs; others de-* 
light in tracing the fcheme of provi- 
dence in the government of this lower 
world; they adore the divine juf- 
tice in every difpenfation ; for when 
to human comprehenfion all feems in- 
volv'd in mazy error, they behold the 
clear difplay of unerring wildom ;'*— 
Yet thus exalted above the frail pof- 
feflbrs of mortality, they difdain not to 
vifit their polluted dwellings ; to affift 
them in their various trials, and ani^ 
mate aflauhed virtue.— Swiftly they left 
the ethereal plains and pafs'd the cele- 
ftial portals.— A flood of glory mark'd 
the flight of the immortals through the 
azure fpace, confpicuous only to thofe 

happy 
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happy few, who retiring at the calm 
hour of eve from fecular employ hold 
divine communion with the Alm i ghty 
Source of their exiftencein the thick 
grove, or on the fequefter'd banks of 
fottte folitary ftreara.— To their con- 
templative view, it refembled thofe lu- 
minous ftreaks which often at the clofe 
of a fummer's day, waving in the ftarry 
canopy, affright theiijnid eye of fuper* 
ftition.— The radiant band defcending 
on the Egyptian plains feparated for 
their various taCks ; fome chofe the val. 
lies, where the fpringing blade robes 
the furface of the foil with verdure ; 
they watch'd the prcgrefs of the fwel- 
ling ear, and preferv'd it from chilling 
blafts or lightning's deftruftive flafn : 
others a domeftic charge affign'd, 
guarded the houfe of Poiipbftr Jfrom all 
the various ills that await mortality.' — 
Progreffive fcafons felt the divine in- 

fluence i 
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fluence ; nature from her abundant I^ap 
fcatter'd the ruddy fruit$ of fummcr, 
and deck'd with waving harvefts the 
golden vale. Gay fportive flocks 
adorn'd the gently riGng hills with flee^ 
ces white as new fall'n fno^s.— The ge- 
nerous owner, who regarded wealth but 
as the happy means of yielding cogji- 
fort to the ^iyretched, beheld the vaft 
increafe, and ador'd with gratitude the 
God of Ifrael. 

The houfe of Potiphar was deco- 
rated with the poli(h'd labours of art ; 
rais'd on pillars of whiteft marble, the 
lofty dome yielded an artificial cool- 
nefs, and refrefhM the fainting gueft 

amidft oppreffive ^ h^at. Agreeable 

murmurs of' falling fountains perpetu- 
ally pleas'd the ear, while foft mufic 
echo'd through the magnificent apart- 
ments,— Yet amidft the elegance and 

refinement 
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j-efinement of Egyptian tafte, Jofeph 
forgot not the felicity of the paftoral 
life ; he fighed for the firaple pleafures 
of the artlefsihepherd,and long'd agaia 
to hear the bleating of the fleecy tribes. 
■ Far to the fouth, benekth thofe 
mountains whofe brows are cover'd 
'Vith 'eternal fnow, vaft deferts lie, in 
which, compdFd by tyrannic mafters, 
the wi*et6hed fhepherds feed their 
flocks, ^ffiiut frdm all intercourfe with 
focial life; nothing was beard through- 
out the wild extent but harfli murmurs 

'oPtlefpair ; the tedious day waspafs'd 
in gloomy difcontent; and night, which 
gave but a fliort refpite from their toils, 

' unwelcom'd came,*— — On the confines 
of thefeunfotial deferts Jofeph often 

• warider'd in his fdlitary walks, and un- 
d^itieath a jutting rock was accuftom'd 
to rfehearfe his tender forrows. He re- 
corded tO'^fhefoftJ melody of his lute 

the 
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the virtues oF Ifrael, and the carelefs 
padimes of his early days. Some- 
litTies he recall'd the cruelty of hi« 
brethren, but foori a riling figh and 
cryftal tear fupprefs'd his melting 
voice. He chiefly delighted to fing the 
attributes of the Deity, and the hap- 
pitiefs which awaits the mind that is 
confcious of its integrity : it was then 
his voice was unufually melodious; 
Echo feem'd delighted with his charm- 
ing accents, and the attentive fwains, 
each reclining on his rugged ftafF, lif. 
ten'd to the pleafing ftrains.— Soon 
their uncultivated minds were charm'd 
with the fublime truths he fiing : be 
difcover'd to them that . ha^ppinefs has 
her refidence in the mind alone^ in- 
dependent of external objefts; he 
taught them to relifh the pleafures 
which their defer ts, yielded; to enjoy 
the treafures of nature^ and prize their 

own 
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own exemption from the cares which 
wait on wealth. Happy, my friends, 
he would fay, happy are ye whom fate 
has plac'd at diftance from the cares of 
a more adive life. Ah! may ye never 
know the various ills which pride, anl- 
bition,and the love of wealth or power, 
have fcatter'd o'er the wretched world* 
—Simplicity and innocence here offer 
their untainted joys. Poffefs with gra- 
titude, nor fooliihly defire untafted 
evils. 

Whilft he thus taught them to relifli 
the folid peace which their fequeller'd 
ftation yielded, he' alfo unfolded to their 
clouded reafon the infinite perfeftions 
of the Deity ; and inftrufted tibcm in 
offering an acceptable worfliip. — Soon 
in her train religion led the focial vir- 
tues ; no longer the dreary wafte re- 
founded with accents of defpair; no 

Vol, II* B^frr^T^ longer 
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longer plaintive murmurs mark'4 the 
fleeting hours; each hofom dilated 
with friendly femiroents; youthful pea* 
fants composed wreaihs for the fhepher^ 
defies, and the elder, quitting their unr 
focial caves Join'd in the general £efti« 
vity; foon as evening {hades fell, 
around they were wont to aflemble oa 
the enaraeird plain, and form a rural 
dance ; while from behind the rnoun* 
tain's brow arofe the filver lamp og 
night to light them to their guiltleli re- 
creations. — Fear not, chafte queen of 
rural fports, to lay afide thy cloudy 
veil ; for here no tawlefs riot, no guilty 
diffipation fball offend thy pure ray* 

In a beautiful grotto within the rock 
Jofeph difcover'd the tomb of the an- 
cient Memnon*; four cryftal columns 

fupported 

* Memnon, the Egyptlani is faid tp have bueen 
the inventor of letters. 



fnpporled its bafe, and fehar afters in- 
explicable to the uriletter'd fwain, 
adorn'd its fculptur'd fides. Irt the 
glittering incrtlRations that cover'd the 
iiure roof, imagination might dilcertt 
a variety of lucid forms, and the moft 
durious foiSIs form'd the variegated 
floot.— — In this cool retreat the en- 
Hghten'd fage had retired from the in- 
terruptions of a btify world, and pafs'd 
Ms lengthened years in folitary cotttem* 
^lafioil. Still on the mountain's fide 
floOriih'd thofe vihfcs and fruit treed 
n^hofe jiiicy produ6ts bad adorn'd his 
firsgal board ; foftly defcending from ^ 
cryftal fprihg fldlv'd the rill at which 
he qucnch'd his thirft ; yet extant was 
tb€ fcat dtt Which the weary ttavelleri 
often retted, while for his rcfreflimeftf 
tbe ancient coHefted milk of his bleats 
ihg kine and honejr from the rock. 
Rude \^eeds had overgrown the path 
B 2 which 
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which led to this abode of peace.— ^ 
With foleran rev'rence Jofeph ap-# 
proach'd the tomb, and bending over 
it, exclaim'd, O venerable relics ! pre- 
cious remains! I honour the fage 
whofe tow'ring mind foaring upwards 
to the Fount of Light, catches from 
the divine effulgence an enlightening 
Deam ; he diffufes it around, and the 
children of duft rejoice in the heavenly 
radiance. Long was the rifing thought 
condemn'd to expire in obliviop, or in 
empty found to mingle with the vacant 
air, till Memnon rofe, whofe immortal 
genius bade the refleSing mind behold 
her own refemblance on the letter'd 
fcroU, — Memnon, who from fome high 
arch-angel fnatch'd the key of wifdom, 
and bade futurity explore its iheftima- 
blc treafures.*-pThee future bards fhall 
h^il. Science and Art bedecU'd with 

rofeate 
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^ofeate buds, (hall heap their laurel gar« 
lands on thy tomb. 

Intent on admiring nature in her 
wild magnificence, Jofeph attained thoie 
lofty mountains which bound towards 
the fouth the fertile land of Egypt; 
their fummits are rob'd in everlafting 
fnow, whilft the vallies beneath exhibit 
the mod luxuriant fcenes that gay ima« 
gination can fuggeft. Delicious fruits 
continually charm the eye; plantanes 
and dates mingle their loaded branches 
with thofe of the vine and fig tree.— 
With painful fteps he climb'd the fteep 
acclivities, where foftly gliding from its 
AbyflSnian fource he often defcry'd the 
Nile ; calm and pellucid roll'd its gen* 
tie waves, like thofe of a clear rivulet 
that meanders through fome flowVy 
mead ; but fwoln by melting fnows, the 
rapid ftream rulhes impetuous down 

the 
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tli^ rugged ftcep,attcl dafhUig frdtti rock 
to rock, refounds through all the hd* 
low caves ; defcending to the vale, it 
htm^ a lucid fhitt, dii^iifidg pknty as 
k flows along. 

In a chariwiftg meadow, on the mar-* 
gm of that fertiliaiftg fiver, Joleph be-^ 
held (he lovely Afenath • It was at that 
hour, focfed k> eekftial i¥^edkafic^n, 
when tiature, opprefs'd by iht blaze of 
iky, frlendy Imfcs into repofe ; »U yfu 
ftilliiefs; no fouftdft^diftttrb'd the am- 
bient air, fave gentle tturftitrrs of the 
filvef flood, atid f<»gd of fh^phetd^ re* 
foandifig from a dift^t forcfft • when 
the fen of Ifrsiel, a^ wa^)»s cuftom, re- 
tifd ftova the tfooiig*dci€y t6 enjoy the 
calm beauties of the fileftt hour, and 
pour out his^ viitoons Io»l to fh€ 3u- 
FREM«.— Aroice, melodious as ange- 
lic Hrarn^; retatl'd hi» attemion to ter- 

reftrial 



reflrial objcfts. O Thou ! it faid, by 

whatever name mortals addrefs thee. 

Author of Nature! whofe creative 

hand fiainn'd yonder refplendent hoft9 

of ftars I b^re they glitter^dia the blue 

concave, tboa waft. Before that orb» 

whidb guides our day, emitted hi» 

cbearful light, thoudidftinhabitetcrnity^ 

Cberubims and feirafilums cootemplaH 

led thy glory ; they fang thine infinite 

pcrfeflionau Tiien didft thoAi create. 

\ks, inhabitants of ibi^ globe ; then didft 

ihou form us, to gloorify thy name. 

Divine employment! exescifeof ai»gel&! 

O UNCR£AX£n£xcBLLKNC£l iffadi-* 

ate my foul with knowledge of dby&lf ; 

teach her to love thee with fobliiae ar>i . 

dour ; for thou art the &4ifce of aJli 

that is amiabk in nature. May all i^. 

fccret motions be direfted by thy un-i 

erring law, and every latent wifliit.s 

centre have in thee f ' ;^ 

. and 
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Whilft thus the lovely daughter of 
Poti-pherahofFeredher evening orifons, 
Jofeph, in (ilent admiration, remained 
within the umbrageous fhadei concealed 
by interwoven branches.— How irre- 
fiftible, faid he, is the force of beauty, 
when virtue is its amiable auxiliary ! 
'Tis this which renders the fair poffef- 
fors more than mortal, and alfimilates 
them to angelic beings. O that it were 
deftin'd me to unite my foul to thine, 
thou foft affemblage oi perfeQions !— 
The breezy breath of wind caught the 
tender afpiration, and wafted it to 
Heaven. As aromatic zephyrs ruftle 
among the palm tree's verdant foliage, 
the foft ejaculation whifper'd along the 
celeftial plains; immortals heard it, 
and Almighty Love^ approved. 

Fairer than the blooming virgins of 

was the lovely Afenath; the 

bluflies 
"he apoftle tells us that God is lo?e« 
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blufhcs of Aurora were on her cheek» 
and in the modeft luftre of her eyey 
(hone forth jhe kindred virtues. Her 
underftanding was cultivatedt and her 
fentiments refin'd by the divine pre- 
cepts of her father, wbofe life was de« 
voted to the fervice pf Heavep ; and 
by him fixe bad been inftrii£ted in all 
the Learning becoming her fofter fex.— • 
Piety, like a radiant lamp* threw a 
pleating luftre o'er her every aftion ; 
(he beheld not the works of the Su« 
FREME with an incurious eye; in each 
objed of the fair creation the Divine 
Art I F ic £R appeared to her refearches ; 
every (ientiment was fraught with love 
to lieaven apd benevolence to all the 

hmoi^p race. Thus (he became a 

fource of inexpre(fible delight to her 
fire ; her prefence diffused joy through- 
put his hou(hold ; and whilft plenty 
crovn'd his hofpitable table, the fons 
Vol. II. C and 
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and daughters of adverfity were re* 
frefh'd by herbeneficence. — The Egyp- 
tian fwains celebrated her praifes, but 
to the Hebrew were her afFeftions 
given; the fonof Ifrael alone poffefs'd 
her love ; (he had difcern'd his in- 
trinfie merit through the dark cloud of 
forrow which encompafs'd his fate ; her 
heart had melted in pity for his wrongs, 
yet knew (he not the foft emotion 
own'd a tenderer name. The ftill ear of 
night alone had witnefs'd her uncon- 
cious (ighs, and when imagination pre- 
fented his pleafing image, adorn'd with 
every external charm, but more diftin- 
guilh'd for the graces of his mind, (he 
repell'd the tender fenfation. But the 
Sire of All, approving, faw the vir- 
tuous flame ; for genuine love is that 
celeftial fpark which heightens evVy 
blefling his indulgent care beftows, and 

cafts 
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cafis a chearing light o'er the dark 
fhadesof human life. 

Jofeph had long regarded the amia- 
ble Afenath with fenfations fuch as once 
infpir'd our general parent, when to his 
view, led by her Creator, Eve ap- 
pear d in all the charms of mind and 
perfon.— He was animated with a re- 
fin'd paffion, fuch as fouls, divefted of 
their clay, might feel, or angels in the 
realms of light confefs. But the re- 
membrance of his fituation reprefs'd 
each tender fentiment. — Unfeen by the 
fair objed of his delicate attachment, 
he retir'd from the verdant (hade, nor 
dar'd invade the hallow 'd retirement 
which virtue herfelf had confecrated. — 
As he homeward bent his penfive fieps, 
thus to the filent air he utter'd the efFu- 
fions of his love :— Why have I re- 
ceiv'd a foul futeptible of the tendered 
C 2 impref- 
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fions, yet am Gpptefs'd by the rfc»- 

membrance of flavery.-^O beft and 

faireft of thy Creator's works! why 

am I thus confcious of thy excellience 

whilft encompafsM byfervilie bonds? 

Ah ! was I as in the carclefs diys o£ 

yotttb, when free as mountain zephyrs 

I led my fportive flocks, and like the 

feaiher'd choir delighted rov'd fihom 

grove to grove; ibught the dear riv'lct 

or the embowering fiiade as choice un- 

fetter'd led ; then, O Afenath ! had I 

fought thy love. I would have led tfaee 

tomymother^s tent, and Ifrael iliobhi 

have pour'd his paterrial bencdiclion 

on our heads. I would have mudethe 

rocks of Canaan reverberate with thy 

praife, and on the palms of Marare en* 

grav'd thy pleafmg name ;-^l>Qt liiow 

my tuneful reed in filence fleeps ; for 

ihall I fing of love in the land of my 

captivity ? — Shall I feck thy aflfeftion 

whiia 



whilil an exile from my fkiher's boufe 
and bereft of eVeiy fdcial joy ?-^-Ab| 
no ! {ome happier Twain (ball (bare thy 
loine and pledge th6e bis willing vows ; 
yet ihaU tby dear remembrance be pre« 
cious to my foul ; I will fupplicate the 
EffiaKAL for thy feiidty from the ri- 
fing to the fettihg day. 

Tbe tutelar fpirits beheld, withpily 
btended with applaufe.tbe amiable con« 
flid.-^Haft thou not feen, my cdefltal 
companion ) faitl the divine Abdiel, the 
firugglet wfakb rend the bofom of our 
belov*d charge ? He loves the daugh- 
ter of Poti-phcrah, yet with inflexible 
con^ancy conceats tbe lambent flame. 
Afenatfa fhall be given to him, butfirft 
affiifiion with her iron hand muft once 
more wound his foul. Let us, my im- 
mortal friend, attend his fteps, to com- 
municate 
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tnunicate irivifible af&ftance in the ap- 
proaching hour of trial • 

Malala, th e wife of Po tiphar, was in the 
meridian of youthful charms ; Ihe was 
beautiful as a daughter of Paradife ; 
but her mind refembled thofe unlovely 
parts of the creation which have never 
felt the power of cultivation ; where no 
friendly hand has taught the rofe, fweet 
emblem of the virtuous mind ! to 
breathe its fragrance o'er the wild ; bii 
noxious weeds fpontaneous fpring from 
the uncultur'd foil.— Malala had pafs'd 
the fweet morn of life amidft the fplen- 
dors of a luxurious court. She had 
never heard the foft whifper of a friend 
checking the high career of youthful 
vanity, nor truth's impartial voice dif- 
eov'ring long cherilh'd folly.— —She 
knew no blifs fujperior to the pois'nous 
flattery of a fallacious world ; to at- 

traft 
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traft attention from an admiring throng 
her lovely form was taught to pleafe, 
and auburn treOes to wanton in beau-> 
teous ringlets on her neck. — What folly 
to adorn a tranfient frame which foon 
perhaps rauft moulder in the tomb, yet 
deftitute of every ornament to leave 
the eternal mind. — Thus a fuperb mau- 
foleum is rear'd o'er fome mould'ring 
urn. — The fculptor bids each gaudy 
decoration rife on the lifelefs ftone, 
and art exhaufts her iitmoft powers to 
conceal poor perifhable dull. 

Jofephjwhofe fufceptible heart own'd 
the awful power of beauty, durfl: not 
contemplate it in the wife of his bene» 
fa9lor ; he fufFer'd not the poifon of 
flattery to dwell on his lip.-— Accuftom'd 
to receive the adulation of an infidious 
train, (he meditated revenge. Secure 
in confcipus re£litude, Jofeph fufpefted 

not 
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not the ftorm which thrcaten'd his peacc^ 
--The artlcfs peafant thus purfues his 
way, fmiling in the integrity of hia 
heart, nor apprehends the danger that 
is conceard beneath bis path. On a 
fudden, his carelefs fteps fink in the 
baneful lake, whofis furface is cloth'd 
with deceitful verdure, — Returning to 
the houfc of bis once benevolent maf-* 
ter, the amiable Ilebrew beheld him 
moving with penCve fteps towards the 
bower where they had fo often pafs'd 
the evening hours in pleafing converfe, 
*— At fight of his generous benefa£lor, 
ijbe friend of bis haplefs youth, his af- 
feOionaic bofpm felt a tranfport of gra- 
titude; joy aoimaited his engaging 
mfQn.*-^But the countenance of Poti- 
phar was not, as ufua), brighten'd with 
benignity ; a cloud hung on hi^ brow ^ 
k was the gloom of difpleafure foftjen'd 
by pity.-^Hc caft a look of unutief a- 

ble 
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ble angaiOi on the aftonifli'd youth ; a 
tear fell from his eye as he bcckon'd 
him to follow ; they pafs'd a gloomy 
avenue of cedars with fadden*d pace, 
Jofeph, accuftom'd to hear only mild 
effufions of friendlhip from the mouth 
of his belov'd matter ^awaited with anxi« 
ety the refult of a fllence to bira re- 
plete with horror ; yet a ftrangcr to the 
terrors of guilt, he fufpe£lcd npt the 
caufe of thofe emotions which agitated 
his unhappy friend. Speak, faid he, 
my revered bene&dor, and let me at 
leaft fliare thofe anxieties which now 
difturb thy peace. Hide not from me 
the caufe of this inquietude : happy 
fliall I be, if by participation I can al- 
leviate thy forrows.— — -The afflifted 
Egyptian replied not, but beheld him 
with undefcribable feelings. At length 
he broke the awful filence* 

Vol. II. D Tell 
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Tdl tne, O Jofeph ! what miftaken 
kindnefs led me to compaffionate thy 
early forrowsj when I faw thee, friend- 
lers,a ftranger on the mart. As a tender 
plant is flielter'd from the cruel blaft, I 
provided thee an afylum from thy 
wrongs beneath my roof. With what Io» 
licitude I wateh'd thy youthful fteps ; 
with what delight furvey'd thy opening 
worth, the powers who pervade the 
ways of mortals have beheld. Yet 
how haft thou repaid my tendernefs ? 
Hide, hide your beams, ye ftars ! wit- 
nefs not the foul ingratitude.— A (hep- 
herd furveying his flocks feeding be- 
neath an impending precipice, fees the 
maffy rock inftantaneoufly (hiver'd to 
its centre by a thunderbolt darted from 
the black cloud ; the disjointed frag*, 
ments fall with a tremendous noife at 
his feet. Motionlefs he ftands in miite 
altonilhment.— -No lefs amazement was 

in 
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in the countenance of the injur'd He- 
brew. With much emotion he at- 
tempted to fpeak; but Potiphar,ina 
voice tremulous and broken, relum'd : 
—Leave me,unhappy youth; go where 
thy wretched deftiny direfts, but fee 
my face no more.—— He then, with 
trembling fteps, penetrated into the 
riiickeft of the grove. ^ 

Jofeph, left alone, indulged the vio- 
lence of his grief, which now was ut- 
ter'd in fighs and groans. He cad him- 
felf in an agony of woe on the cold 
ground. See thy face no more, he re ^ 
iterated. Dreadful lentenee ! Why 
was I not rather doom'd to the heavieft 
puniftiment Egyptian laws inflift ?— • 
Yet what is my offence ? — In what in- 
ftance of my life have I deferv'd this 

ngour ? Again I feel the pangs of 

parting from a tender father's endear- 
D 2 ments^ 
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jTficnts. O generous guardian of my 
youth ! My fecond fire ! To kave 
thee thus is tortufe inexpreffibfe. Ba* 
nifh'd from thy fight, yetconfcious of 
no crime !-^0 Thou! whafe eye alone 
can trace the foul through aH ks dark 
retreats, to thee I dare appeal. O lei 
thy prefcnce guide my uncertairt flepa 
when I wander a haplefs fugitive amidft 
unfrequented wilds. — He could utter 
no more ; he Idft the fileivt {hA>de, and 
caFclefij of the way in whi<ih be wan- 
derM, bad approach'd the houie where 
be bad fo long been ufed to bear the^ 
voice of kindnefs.— He enicr'd to bid 
a iaft farewell to the boufehold of bi& 
mailer. An aged domeRic came forth 
from the weeping throng. My ibf), he 
faid, I know not the counfeij of the 
Highest, or why be permits the inno« 
cent to fufFer ; buube feveredifpenfa* 
tion ifr for a little feafon ; thine inte* 

grity 
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^ity fhall be evinc'd, as the clear 
beams of the fun when he difperfes the 
clouds which veird his radiance. Go 
io the ftrefigth of Omnipotence ; bis 
providence fliall guide thee ; it fliall be 
a lamp to tby feet. 

In the mean time Pot iphar had fought 
the inmofl recefs of bis dwelling. On 
a fplendid fopba he teclin'd and in- 
dulg'd the bitternefs of forrow. Some- 
times ftarting from a painful reverie, he 
would exclaim, Sufely be merits not 
this cruelty ; ftiil I fee tha( ingenuous 
mien, tbofe looks of innocence, which 
fill'd me with compafSon when firft I 
{aw him on the ftrand of Memphis.-— 
What aSedioD, what long-approv'd 
fidelity have mark'd bis ripen'd years! 
-~The perfidious Matala enter'd ; her 
band fuftain'd an ivory lute : toudh'd 
with exquifite ikill^ harmonious notes 

refounded 
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refounded through the lofty dome, but 
• Potiphar heard them not ; he was fill'd 
with inexpreflible anguifti. — Rous'd by 
her artful reproaches, he no longer fees 
the image of the artlefs Hebrew; his 
fancy delineates one vers'din the deep- 
eft wiles; the foft fuggeftions of pity 
were reprefs'd : impell'd by unjuft re- 
fentment, he cried, His fate is in thy 
hand ; deal by him as thou wilt.* -A 
lionefs prowling along the plain fees 
the harmlefs flocks feeding in the ver- 
nal paftures: the intimidated (hepherds 
fly ; they abandon their defencelefs 
charge: fwifter than lightning fhefprings 
from a thicket, and feizes her devoted 
prey. — ^Thus infpir'd with malignant 
tranfport Malala left the dome, and 
fummoning to her the minifters of ven- 
geance, gave command to feize the in- 
jur'd youth. — Inftantly they loaded 
his tender limbs with ponderous iron ; 

they 
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tlicydraghim from the aftonilh'd crowd^ 
and in a dungeon's dark abyfs depoHted 
the vi£lim of unjuft revenge. 
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JOSEPH enler'd his prifon houfe, 
and beheld the feats of woe, the 
dreary raanfions of afifliftion ! — Loud 
groans and the exclamations of mifery 
echo'd through all the gloomy vaults ; 
—the rattling of chains and the mur- 
murs of the wretched aflault his ear 
from every fide ;— he was rapt in fad 
jitteotiun, then with an animated voice 

he 
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he exclaim'd, *Tis thine, O confcious 
innocence ! to light thofe dark retreats, 
«Lnd chear the abode of forrow ; — in^ 
fpir'd by thee, the children of adver- 
lity fmile on their chains, and feel a 
blifs greater Uian that which irradiates 
the breads of monarchs. Thou art 
ihe 'opiaiLe which iheds fweet peace 
around thefe beds of mifery ! — ^Then, 
with a countenance of ferenity,be fat 
down on the wretched ftraw, which was 
all that fcreen'd him froai the dank 
«arth« 

Enoah and Abdiel flood by hira ; 
foft melody fill'd all the gloomy recep- 
tacle of forrow ; — it penetrated the foul 
43i Jofejdi ;— he funk into a tranquil 
fluiaber:— the feraphs furvey'd him 
with divine complacency. — Is there, 
faid Enoah, in all the afligmnents of 
the happy, a talk jDor<s pkAAng than to 
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attend the juft ?— to watch unfeen their 
fteps, and view each motion of the un- 
tainted mind ? — Soon as I knew thy 
embafly on earth, I left the ambrofial 
fliade where oft we have tun*d the fil- 
ver lyre to Jehovah's awful name; 
and caus'd the everlafting hills to re- 
found our fwelling notes. — Along the 
bright empyreum I flew, and proftrate 
before the eternal throne, permiffion 
afk'd to join thy miniftry on earth. — 
He from whofe prefence flows our 
blifs granted the requeft ; we were uni- 
ted in one delightful employ ; — finf e 
that day on which we met on Hebron's 
flow'ry plain, how oft with tears of holy 
rapture have I heard our belov'd 
charge, at eve or fragrant morn, chant- 
ing with pious fervor the excellence of 
virtue ; or in fuch tranfports as infpire 
our own immortal ardors, pour his 
grateful foul to the Supreme. — Mifery 

cannot 
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cannot reach a mind fo fpiritualizM, fo 
far exalted above the tranfient joys of 
fenfe.— See him now fuperior to his 
wrongs ; ferene amidft the ftorm.— 
With what compofure doth his gentle 
fpirit reft !— See he fmiles!— The peace 
of the Most High refides within him. 

Thou knoweft, my belov'd com- 
panion, replied the benign feraph, 
that one figh of opprefs'd innocence 
has more of Heaven in its fenfation 
than all the honors of an applaufive 
world. Mortals know not this ; thence 
they ignorantly arraign the ways of 
providence, and alk why Sovereign 
Wisdom gives the bitter portion to his 
chofen few ? Ah ! knew they but the 
fweettranquillity,the joy almoft divine, 
which buoys the virtuous foul beneath 
life's ftorms, for one fuch moment 
E 2 would 
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^ould they give an age of their ideal 

blifs. 

Righteous is He, returnd Enoah, 
who fills the eternal throne ; in mercy 
he governs the world; in mercy he 
permits affli8:ion to alight on his b^- 
lov'd; by many forrows he perfeQs 
the human foul, and ripens it for feli- 
city. — Thert, elevating their celeftial 
voices, they fang. — Soft whifper, ye 
winds through the ethereal arch;— • 
blow notj ye howling blafts, whilft the 
belov'd of the Eternal fleeps;— in 
filence defcend ye foft dews of the' 
night ; — ye humid mifts gently alight 
on the tender bloffoms whilft the fa- 
voured of Omnipotence repofeth.— • 
Thou moon who walkeft through the 
azure vault ;— ye ftars, the bright at- 
tendants on her reign, dart your gent- 
teft beams, and in your filent fong de- 
clare 
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dare his praife, who from on high (beds 
peace and joy ferene within the virtu- 
ous breaft.— Rejoice in the Lord, O 
ye righteous ! and triumph in your ad- 
verfity :— when he lifteth up the rod, 
when he pours out the cup of afili6lion, 
it becomes the juft to be thankful. 

The dews of night were again irra- 
diated by returning day, and the rofy 
morning beam'd on the joyous earth.— 
The Hebrew ftiil retted on his bed of 
firaw, lock'd in gentle flumbers; his 
countenance was yet blooming, and a 
fmile play'd around his face. — The 
Most High, in whofe fight the fuffer- 
ings of the virtuous are more preci- 
ous than even the exalted ardors of the 
bigheft archangel who furrounds the 
throne, infpir'd the ancient Nicanor, 
who guarded the unhappy, with com- 
paffion for his youthful prifoner; he 

enter'd. 
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entered, and beheld him yet reclin*d in 
balmy repofe, whom he thought to have 
found pale, emaciated.— Thou re- 
viver of nature, he cried, refrelhing 
fleep ! feldom, ah feldom, does thy foft 
influence light on thefe dreary abodes ! 
yet now thou fheddeft thy fomnificdews 
on the wretched ; thou fealeft the eye 
wearied with weeping. Sleep on thou 
fon of forrow : may peaceful vifions 
alleviate thy affliftion, and lull thy fpi- 
rit into iweet compofure ! — Methinks 
thy tranquil looks declare thy mind a 
ftranger to the awful terrors of guilt. 

Jofeph now open'd his eyes on the 
light, which feebly glimmer'd through 
the grated windows of his prifon. He 
look'd around him on the abodes of 
^ifery. — Where am I? faid he.-— Is 
this the friendly dome of Potiphar ? — 
Ahj no! it is a prifon! — Fountain 
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OF Mercy, fupport me in this dread- 
ful crifis ; arm me with fortitude, whofe 
ftedfaft eye is fix'd on Heaven, whilft 
with intrepid fiep fhe treads the fluc- 
tuating earth. — Thy facred laws, O thou 
Omniscient! I havenot tranfgrefs'd; 
I felt myfelf on every fide furrounded 
by thy prefence, nor durft my confci* 
ous foul indulge a thought of evil. — To 
thee with filial confidence I now apply, 
from this abyfs of woe ; in the convic- 
tion of thy love Ihall all my griefs be 
hulh'd; with refignation I will wait 
the difpenfations of thy providence.— 
Heturn'd, and beheld Nicanorfeated 
by him on the earth.— Child of afflic- 
tion, faid the venerable man, fuffer not 
hope to efcape from thee ; retain her ; 
file is the prime chearer of thefe dark 
•abodes.— Full threefcore years has it 
been my rigid fate to guard the unfor- 
tunate within thcfejplls; my ear has 
^^), V-X long 
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long been inufd to the fighs of Ac 
wretched ; I have long fecn the t^ars 
of the unhappy ; yet I feel a nior« thao 
vfual pity for thy early forrows ; methinkfl 
I have an aflurance of thy integrity ; that 
ingenuous mien cannot be the cov^it 
of an unworthy mind. Be it nay tafk 
to alieviat-e the weight of thy misfor- 
tunes; to tender thee what flender 
coRiferts tl)efe defolate manfions af- 
ford. — But if the fad recital wounds 
not too deeply tjhy fen^lity, lay, by 
wliat "adverfe contis^ncies thou ait 
conlign'd to waKe thy youth witbia 
tbefe tioiTid walls. 

Rightly, O fage I replied the patient 
Hebrew, haft thou ftyl'd mc the off- 
fpring of afflidien ; for my forrows 
are coeval with my exiftence. Ere 
my infant tongue had learn'd to thank, 
in Kfping accents, her affefiionate 

cares. 
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cares, a tender mother was wrefted 
from my innocent careffes; and fcarcely 
was my youthful mind fufceptible of a 
father's tendernefs, ere I was forc'd 
from his endearments, from freedom, 
from domeftic peace, and fold into fla^ 
very, by thofe who own d with me one 
common parent. Envious of thofe cf- 
fufions of affeClion by which a belov'd 
fire fupply'd the want of maternal ten- 
dernefs, my brethren fold me to a band 
of merchants, by whom I was con* 
dufted into Egypt. Here the gene- 
rous Potiphar purchas'd me at their 
hands ; my youth and my misfortunes 
infpir'd him with pity ; he footh'd me 
with the gentle voice of friendlhip ; he 
regarded me with paternal eftecm, and 
I poffefs'd for him thofe tender fenti- 
ments which I felt for the venerable 
author of my being. The traces of 
my injuries began to be obliterated by 
Vol. II. F his 
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his kindnefs ; and I had almofl: forgot 
I was in bondage, when an infidious 
voice, with horrid falfehood, abus'd his 
generous ear.-— I was confign'd to im- 
prifonment; but arm'd with the invul- 
nerable fhield of innocence, I bear the 
rigours of my deftiny without repining, 
and with meek fubmiffion wait the hour 
when the Great Ruler of events 
fliall call me to behold again the chear- 
ful day. — O Nicanor ! the mind which 
can repofe on Sovereign Wisdom 
feels not half the evils which await hu- 
manity ; and what but guilt deftroys 
the amiable confidence ? Guilt which 
fuppreffes the rifing ardors of the foul, 
and bars her flight to the Source of 
her exiftence. 

Nicanqar with furprize heard the fon 
of Ifraerthus evince that facred forti- 
tude, which, built on the folid bafis of 

piety, 
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piety, cannot be fhaken by the impe- 
tuous whirlwind of terreftrial things. 
Thou, faid he, who art high in the fa- 
vour of the Supreme, I revere thee; 
thou art dignified by fufFering ; adver-i 
fity reflefts a radiant h'ght around thee ; 
thy virtues flbine from out the gloom 
with a refplendence beyond what prof- 
- perity and affluence can beftow. But 
He whofe awful thunder fliakes the 
guilty fphere, who bids his lightning 
flafli from pole to pole, fliall vindicate 
thy wrongs, and make thy reflitude 
confpicuous.— O may He flied fweet 
peace and mild ferenity within thy 
breaft ! 

Excluded from the exhilarating 
beams of day, the Hebrew pafs'd pro- 
greffive feafons. Often the mild rays 
of fpring had rob'd the meadows with 
variegated bloffoms, and flufh'd the 
F 2 vernal 
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vernal zephyrs with perfume ; as often 
had autumn with fedate pace clad 
inherruflet livery the foreft's brows, 
and fweird the golden ear ; and many 
a wintry blaft check'd the fprings of 
vegetation ; yet th^ fon of IfracI faw 
Hot the dawning of freedom.— M^ hen 
the new-born day fmii'd on the dewy 
earth, he beheld through the narrow 
windows of his prifon the peafant going 
to his daily toil, with fongs of chearfuU 
nefs on his lips ; though cloth'd in the 
habiliment of penury, health revell'd 
in his glowing cheek, and content fat 
on his carelefs brow. Ah ! cried the 
imprifon'd youth, now is the delightful 
hour ! now the humid earth emits from 
her, liberal bofom aromatic odours, an 
offering to her Creator "—-Why am I 
not permitted to contemplate thee, O 
thou AdorableBeing ! inthelovely 
face of nature ? — Why forbid to trace 

thy 
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fihy glorious footfteps in the glowing 
fccnes of the fair creation ?— I fee not 
the magnificence of the rifing fun, 
when his early beams play on the dif* 
tant eminence ; nor behold the float* 
ing clouds, tindut'd with gold, when 
his horizontal rays are refle^ed in the 
gliftening ocean ; — neither in the fo- 
leitm fhade of ancient cedars, nor on 
the illuroin'd fummit of the rock, can I 
cxprefs the ardors with which the vari- 
ous fccnes of nature imprefs my rifing 
foul :— thefe dreary walls limit my 
bounded view ; yet, if in this abode of 
mifery, this abyfs of woe, I can allay 
the force of wretchednefs, bid black 
defpair retire from the bread of the 
unhappy, or difFufe a feeble dawn of 
confolation o'er the fad inhabitants of 
this receptacle of forrow, it is enough. 
Let the effulgent fun enlighten the day; 
let the mild moon illumine with a fofter 

light 
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light tlie filent hours, and nature wear 
her robe of brighteft verdure : — this 
grateful ta(k has pleafures beyond <what 
even thefe delightful fcenes afford.— 
Thy chaftifements, O thou Supreme ! 
are not thofe of an offended Deity ; 
they are the mild correftions of pater- 
nal love : by thefe the eccentric mind 
adheres to thee, the centre of her hap- 
pinefs; by thefe Che acknowledges her 
high defcent, too elevated, too divine, 
to draw felicity from ought but thee. 
— Where'er thy prifon fhines is peace 
and joy ; 'tis that which gilds thefe pri- 
fon walls; 'tis that which makes my 
callousbedfofter than the downy couch 
of kings. 

Jofeph was wont to retire from his 
folitary cell,and vifit the diflFerent apart- 
ments of the wretched : the children of 
mifery hail'd his approach ; it was as 

when 
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" Vhen the lamp of day difperfeth the 
blacjc clouds before his effulgence : de- 
fpalf hid its horrific face, and mifery 
wasnomore. — To feme he reprefented 
an incens'd Deity rifing to take ven- 
geance on the bafe tranfgreffors of his 
law, till vice felt his words through all 
her dark receffes, and penitence im- 
peird the unfeign'd tear ; to the breaft 
already imprefs'd by a fenfe of error, 
his words defcended as the ftill dews of 
the night, and his counfels infus'd the 
balm oj confolation on the mental 
wound. 

In a retir'd part of the prifon were 
two diftinguifli'd from the wretched in- 
habitants of the houfe of woe, by a fu- 
perior dignity of mien : — in fullen 
pride they fat apart from all, difdain- 
ing to mingle their complaints with the 
.general voice of affliftion; they were 

officers 
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officers of Pharaoh's houfehold, whom 
be had condemn'd to the dreary cell.— 
Reflexions on their forfeited greatnefs 
tormented their diftraOed imagina- 
tions; they fiird. the gloomy caverns 
with accents of defpairi and in horrid 
language arraigned the juftice of the 
Eternal Pkovidence. — Jofeph, in 
wbofe placid mind ambition had never 
fbcd her baneful influence, was calm 
as the foft breeze of fummen<— «Tbus 
the rill, gliding at the foot of a lofty 
rock, feels not its lucid furface agitated 
by the mighty ftorm, which fwelis into 
mountainous billows the proud ocean. 
•—He felt the tendereft commiferation 
for the unhappy, and afTay'd toallevi- 
ate their iorrows by the whifpers of 
conlolation. Wherefore, O my com- 
panions, faid he, do ye thus by fruitlefs 
murmurs augment your wretchednefs ? 
—Your nation furpaiTes thofe around, 

in 
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in the ineftimable ireafures of wifdom t 
liften to her calm ftill voice ; Ihe will 
in(lru6l you to bear with equanimity 
the viciffitudes of human life ; to look 
with juft contempt on the precariotts 
tenure of populat applaufe and the ca«* 
price of the great: (he will enable you 
to fmile on the oppreflbr's wrongs ; to 
fiand unmov'd upon a fiu8:uating 
fphere. What though excluded from 
ihofe friendly beams thaf light the 
world ? bappinefs, my friends, may yet 
irradiate the unchcary dungeon ; for 
b there a power can bind the free-born 
mind ?-^Confcious of her origin, di- 
vine, Ihc fcorns the awful menatres of 
tyranny, and, greatly independent, 
fpurns the peace which hangs on the 
attenuated thread of human greatneis« 

Phanor, the chief btiiler of Pharoah, 

replied, Vain indeed, Oftrangcr! is 
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that happinefs which is dependant art 
the favour of princes ; for the motion 
of the tremulous wave is not more un- 
ftablethan is the friendftiip of thegreat. 
:^-The keen-ey'd eagle darting through 
the air, leaves no traces of her flight ; 
fo are the honors of him who repofeth 
beneath the fmiles of royalty : evea 
whilft he grafps the objefts of ambi- 
tion they recede from his poffeffion ; 
they difappear as aerial phantoms.— 
Thus the tow'ring lily is elevated above 
the flow'ry race; Ihe extends her lucid 
oloffoms and imbibes the influence of 
day. Soon her afpiring honours fade ; 
they are withered by the fervor of 
thofe beams from whence her fnowy 
radiance is deriv*d.-^But how baft 
thou, an inhabitant of thefe defolate 
retreats, the placid afpetl of tranquil- 
lity ?— Acquaint us,thou benign youth ! 
for what offence thou art bereft of li- 
berty, 
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berty, and fentenc'd to fo rigorous i 
doom ? 

Jofeph return'd, Unconfcious of 
evil, O my companions ! the terrors 
of guilt attend not my imprifonment. 
-—Eternal Wisdom, whofe decrees 
are ever the efFufions of beneficence, 
has permitted me to tafte the cup of 
forrow ; to be afflifted by the perfidy 
of others. From my earlieft youth I 
have been acquainted with adverfity, 
yet never did a thought of evil pollute 
the unfuUied purity of my foul. The 
Supreme, my friends, beholds with 
watchful care, the aftions of mankind : 
can, then, affliftion vifit us without di- 
vine permiflion ? — Oft as I kept my 
flocks on Mamre's plain, Ifrael,my fire, 
in tender language, would inculcate 
this delightful truth. He taught me to 
contemplate the Deity as a benefi- 
G 2 cent 
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fent parent, intent on promoting the 
felicity of his univetfal offspring.-^ 
Charm'd with the amiable idea, my 
youthful mind, with filial rev'repce, 
qdpr'd the fource of its being. Hence 
divine tranquillity diffused a gentle 
light, amid the gloomy horrors of a 
prifon; £ind in t^hofp fad viciffitiid^s 
which mark rny life, my conftanf triift 
has; ftill rcclin'd op him whofe fiat even 
futurity obpys. 

Pbanor, with ^ftonifeiaent, furvey'd 
the Hebrew as he fps^ke, O wondrous 
force of confcious innocence, he QX- 
claim'd, that thus fuftains the mind, fu- 
p^rior to the ftorms of unjuft fortune, 
and makes even a prifon fmile I Plac'd 
on the pinnacle of anobition, we dar'4 
rejeS the mandate of an arbitrary fo- 
vereign, on whofe tremendous frown 
deftruftion ever awaits.— But tbou haft 

never 
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4i6ver known that baneful pafiion? 
thou art here condemned to walle the 
fprightly hours of youth in dark obli. 
vion, yet guilty of no digreOion from 
the path of reSitude. Ah! canftthou 
iliUaflert the jufticeof the Eternal, 
and vindicate the difpenfations of his 
providence? Canft thou adore the 
hand that thus affliCls ?— The fchoola 
of fcience impart not this celeftial 
peace, this wifdom more than human. 
tnDoubtlefs fome immortal power in*. 
forms thy foul, and cads a heavenly 
light around thee.— Permit me thou, 
who furpaffeit in knowledge the chiU 
dren of mortality, to relate thofe wan- 
derings of the mind which lad night 
imprefs'd my reftlefs fancy :--^I faw a 
fruitful vine, from whofe root arofe 
three vernal branches : thick on the 
bending ftalk the tender buds appeared; 
to thefe lucceeded the juicy clutters, 

but 
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but ill conceard beneath the ipantling^ 
foliage. — Methought I prefs'd the nee- 
tareous juice into Pharaoh's cup, and 
prefented it to his royal hand. He re- 
ceived it with thofe benign fmiles with 
which he was wont to reward my fer- 
vice. — Ah, dear illufions ! — were ye 
realiz'd !— Durft my fond heart in- 
dulge the flattering hope ? 

O Phanor ! returned the fon of If- 
rael, whom gay ideas of tranfitory 
greatnefs charm, know, thou fhall re- 
gain the unfubftantial joys which ele- 
vate thy ambitious mind.— Ere the re- 
fplendent ftar of day fliall thrice falute 
the briny ocean, thou flialt be reftor'd* 
to the favour of thy prince. But, ah ! 
cherifli not the unreal blifs. Let not 
thy peace recline on that which is lefs 
permanent than the orient dews of the 
morning : tread the facred path of rec- 
titude, 
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iitude, and dare to be fincere even in 
the prefence of majefty. — Thus (halt 
thou attain a peace which depends not 
on the fmile of princes, but is immu- 
table as the liable pillars which fuftain 
the globe*— — The enraptur'd Phanor 
fell on the neck of Jofeph ; he em- 
brac'd him with tranfport. Thou dear 
foreboder of my felicity, he cried, I 
call Heaven to witnefs, that I will not 
fliare the favour of my fovereign, if 
unaccompanied by thee, thou foother 
of my woes, and companion of my ad- 
verfe fortune !— If amidft the dazzling 
fplendor of a court I forget thee, 
may thefe boded honours wither on my 
head ! 

Twice the lofty turrets of Egypt had 
reflefted the crimfon blufhes of the 
morning ; twice the grey-ey'd evening 
bad caft her duflcy veil o'er the earth ; 

oa 
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bn the third day liberty was proclaimed 
to the imprifon'd Phanor. The prifon- 
houfe refounded with unufual gUdaeft, 
and all the dreary vaults echoed with 
the joyous accents of the cnraptur'd 
Egyptian. The benevolent Jofephi 
ever accuftom'd to participate in the 
happinefs of others, felt a fecret plea- 
fure thrill through his frame; the mafly 
doorsof hisfolitary cell were expanded; 
he beheld the companion of hi» 
forrows, entering with a countenance 

of rapture. Soon, he cried, thou 

tranquil fufferer ! ftialt thou behold the 
period of thy affliftion. — I will im- 
plore for thee the favour of Pharaoh, 
and will haften to open the ponderods 
doors of thy prifon. With me thou 
fhalt partake the beneficence of my 
fovereign.«^But as the humid vapours 
are difpers'd by the returning day, the 
remembrance of Jofcph remained not 

within 
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Within the bofom of Phanor. It was 
effac'd by the favour of royalty and 
the fplendor of a luxurious court.— 
Yet though unliable the human mind, 
thy ways, O thou Most High! are 
not as our ways, nor thy thoughts like 
our thoughts. To thee, as to a fortrefs, 
the fuffering virtuous Ihall repair : thou 
flialt be a refuge to them from the ar- 
rows of an ungenerous world, — As 
when congregated clouds which have 
long conceal'd the Heavens, on fome 
lucid interval difperfe, and the rays of 
the fun are feen from behind the gloom, 
the ftorm-drench'd peafant again be- 
holds the opening landfcape irradiated 
by unclouded funQiine. But, ah ! fal- 
lacious pleafures! — the azure concave 
is again obfcur'd ; and gloomy clouds 
unite in one dark mafs. — Thus the ami- 
able Jofcphjwhom a tranfitory profpefl 
of freedom for awhile amus'd, per- 
Vol. II. H ceiv'd 
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ceiv*d each feeble dawn of hope fe- 
cluded from his view.— Phanor has 
forgotten me, faid he. — Ah ! how hard 
amidft the tow 'rings of ambition, to be 
juft to the claim? of friendlbip. — Tne 
mariner, efcap d from the tempeft, 
wanders on the enchanting flhore, and 
fcarcely reflefts on the ftorm which 
threaten'd his exiftence. 

Now, in the fecret counfels of the 
Omniscient, the period was affign'd 
for the expiration of Jofeph's affliftion. 
. — The era of his profperity drew 
near ; and Enoah, as he kept with Ab- 
diel invifible watch, thus in congratu- 
latory accents fpake : The hour ap- 
proaches, when the fufFerings of the 
virtuous fliall have an end. The fon 
of Ifrael fliall triumph over his adver- 
fity ; he fliall be great in Egypt, and 
remoteft pofterity fliall revere his me- 
mory. 
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iDory. Let us, O Abdiel ! adore 
Eternal Wisdom, who, e'er he led 
hischofenfervant to profperity,bymany 
forrows hath prepar'd his mind, left too 
elate in thofe liberal bleflings, it grafp 
deftruftion. — Thus in the natural world, 
the hoary frofts of winter mellow the 
glebe, e'er the Great Ruler of the 
feafons permits his fun to dart too 
fierce a beam* 
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NOW o'er half the terrene ball pre- 
fided ancient night, waving her 
ebon fceptre o'er the weary world : 
from behind her throne iffues health's 
ever blooming daughter, gentle fleep ; 
her countenance is plump and ruddy, 
and perpetual fmiles fit on her brow. 
Attended by filence, flie takes her 
walk among the habitations of men, 

and 
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and paffing the fpleodid dome»o&en 
waves her fomnific wand over the lowly 
cottage. The imprifon'd Hebrew felt 
her refrefhing influence, as he reclin'd 
on his callous pillow ; whilft the fove- 
reign of Egypt, full of the cares which 
opprefs royalty, retir'd fleeplefs to his 
pavilion. Long he reclin'd on his fu- 
perb couch, while the hoftsof Heaven 
advanced on their ftated courfc around 
the globe. 

A fpirit was commanded by the Al- 
mighty, to reveal to Pharaoh thofe 
events which (hould fhortly befal his 
ki ngdom • Sleep was permitted to feal 
his watching eye^lids, and the ixiunortal 
led his aBive imagination along the 
margin of the Nile. — In one of thofe 
luxuriant meadows which are on the 
banks of that fertilizing river, the mo* 
narch beheld feven lowing heifers full 

and 
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md fair, feeding in the verdant paf. 
ture. — As he attentively furvey*d them, 
as many others, lean and ill-favour'd, 
approaching with all the rapacity of 
hunger, inftantly devour'd the feven fat 
kine. — As he meditated on the obje6ls 
before him, his celeftial condu£lor led 
him to a fmiling valley where plenty 
bloom'd in unbounded luxuriance.-— 
Seven ears of corn, more full and 
ripe than the reft, attrafted his atten- 
tion; but fuddenly they difappear'd, 
and as many wither'd ftalks arofe in 
their room.— The prince, full of afto- 
nifliment awoke.— -The vlfion was no 
more, but the impreffion of it abode 
on his remembrance.— He fummon'd 
with impatience thofe of his empire to 
whom the myfteries of fcience were 
reveard,but they were unable to fatisfy 
the enquiries of their fovereign. 

At 
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At that moment Phanor remember'd 
the companion of his imprifonment ; 
and a blufh, deeper than vermilion, 
overfpread his cheek. Ah ! faid he, 
how have I fufFered the allurements of 
ambition to erafe the memory of the 
unfortunate ; but I will haften to Pha- 
raoh and atone for the ungenerous neg- 
leQ:. — He arofe in hafte and repaired 
to the royal apartment, where, proftrate 
at the foot of the throne, he thus ad- 
drefs'd the anxious monarch : — Father 
of thy people ! this day I remember 
with confufion my ingratitude. Whilft 
condemned to languilh beneath the bur- 
den of thy difpleafure, in a cheerlefe 
dungeon, fecluded from the light of 
Heaven, I became acquainted with an 
Hebrew in whom the knowledge of 
futurity eminently refides ; let him be 
fummon'd to thy court ; he fliall com- 
pofe the anxieties of thy mind* 

Cbarm'd 
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Charra'd with the welcome intelli- 
gence! Pharaoh commanded his at* 
tendants to releafe the Hebrew from 
his folitary cell. — Purfuant to the royal 
mandate the meflenger of freedom at- 
tain'd the prifon, where Jofeph was ele- 
vating his morning orifons to the God 
of his fathers. Source of exiftefice, 
faid he, to Abraham, Ifaac, and Ifrael ! 
I praife thee for the renovated day* 
Beneath thy providential care I have 
pafs'd the midnight hours in fweet re-^ 
pofe. At thy command the vapours 
of night difappear behind the black 
mountains. The ftars are no longer 
fcen ; the planets hide their glowing 
beams till the (hadows of eve recal 
them to. their nofturnal watch. At 
thine almighty fiat the vaft chaotic mafs 
gliften'd with rifing light ; the congre- 
gated waters knew their deftin'd bed, 
and all the elements combin'd in har- 
mony. 
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iBony. Man then didft thou form, and 
endow with a capacity to contemplate 
and adore thy glorious attributes. — Oh! 
what exalted happinefs is theirs, who, 
retiring from the world, can in the ftill 
retreat of diftant woods adore their 
God, unfeen by human eyes ; and ex- 
prefs the ardors of the kindling foul, 
unfetter'd by formal modes.— Though 
no fuch blilsful privilege be mine, my 
voice from thefe fad dreary cells fliall 
rife to thee, nor fhall my grateful drains 
be lefs acceptable, though utter'd with a 
figh and water'd by a penfive tear. 

Prepar'd to announce freedom to the 
fon of Ifrael, the meflenger of Pha- 
raoh enter'd the gloomy apartment 
with reverence not lefs profound than 
that with which a frail child of dull 
greets an inhabitant of the fkies. In 
vain, he exclaim'd, do power and afflu- 

VoL. II. I ence 
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ence feek to refleO: luftre on tBeir 
wretched votaries. In vain the fplen* 
dor of ambition difplays thofe trap- 
pings which attraft the fuperficial ga- 
zer. Virtue, fimply majeftic, alone 
can charm the foul. Virtue is true 
greatnefs,and even around thefe dreary 
walls reflefts a radiance fuperior to the 
boafted ornaments of royalty. — ^Jo- 
feph, whofe elevated piety had ren- 
dered him fuperior to the vicifTitudes of 
mortality, gently breath'd an ejacula- 
tion to Heaven. His amiable counte- 
nance exprefs'd the grateful feelings 
of his foul. — He prepared to quit the 
gloomy manfion where he had feen re- 
peated years revolve their courfc.— • 
Heavily on their hinges turn*^d the maf- 
five doors, and nature's glowing land- 
fcapes rufli'd on his delighted view.— 
The meads appeared more beautifully 

enameird 



.enameird than he had ever beheld, 
and every tree feem*d flufh'd with 
brighter verdure. — He defcry'd the 
flow'ry retreats where he had often 
wander'd. — Belov'd bowers, faid he, do 
I once more difcern ye ? — Ah J yon- 
der are the fummits of thofe fhades 
where I have frequently heard the in- 
.ftruftive converfe of the beneficent Po- 
tiphar.— There glides the ftream, on 
whofe fedgy banks I have watch'd the 
wanton fports of the finny tribe.— He 
durft no longer indulge the tender re- 
verie ; — reluftantly he quitted the in- 
terefiing fcenes, and foUow'd his con- 
duftorto the regal manfion.— O thou ! 
he ejaculated, whofe prefence has irra- 
diated my prifon, wilt thou ftill be gra- 
cious to thy fervant, and give me fa- 
vour in the fight of Pharaoh. — Illumi- 
nate my foul, for thou art light ! 

I 9 Jofeph 
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Jofeph was nowfurroundedby fcenei 
of fplendor and magnificence. He 
furvey'd the lofty columns of marble, 
the ftupendous dome, and fuperb de- 
corations, which infpire the beholder 
with aftoniftiment. O Egypt ! he ex- 
claimed, excelling in elegance and re- 
finement the nations around, how mar- 
vellous are thy efforts of art ! — thy la- 
bours of Ikilful induftry ! — Yet if in- 
tegrity prefides not beneath thy vaulted 
roofs, better is the fhepherd's tent upon 
the chearlefs mountain. — In an apart- 
ment of the palace Phanor awaited 
his arrival ; the mix'd emotions of joy 
and fhame embarrafs'd his counte- 
nance. He haften'd to exprefs his af- 
feftionate tranfports, but a refleftion 
on his paft ingratitude reftrain'd his im- 
patient ftep.-— He hid his averted face, 
but the benevolent Jofeph, who hacj 
^ifcQver'd his paiijful fenfations, ran 

towards 
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towards ^im J and folding hitn in a ten* 
tier embrace, exclaitn'd, How much, 
my belov'd friend, is my happinefs 
augmented by the pleafing confciouf- 
nefs of thine ?— -I joy to meet thee 
among the happy fharcrs of royal 
bounty.— —Ah! return'd the diftrefs'd 
Phanor— can it be poflSbk ?— Is this 
the voice of him whofe 'worth I fo long 
permitted tolanguiih in oblivion ?— O 
moft generous of men ! canft thou in- 
deed forgive me ?— It is the property 
of minds like thine to compaflionate 
the weaknefs of humanity. The good 
alone know how to pardon.— Follow 
me to the prefence of the fovereign ; 
he is already inform'd of thy fuffcr- 
ings ; he waits to reward them, 

Pharaoh, in whofe amiable charac- 
ter were united the mild virtues of hu- 
manity, with thofe (hining talents which 

adorn 



(70) 

adorn empire, impatiently long'd to « 
behold the fon of Ifrael. He took a 
peculiar delight in converfing with 
ftrangers, and in learning the manners 
and cuftoms of nations, incorporating 
fuchas were moftbeneficialwithhisown 
government. — As a wife architeS, in- 
tent on ereSing a magnificent building, 
.fele£ls his materials with admirable 
ceconomy and wifdom,the hours appro- 
priated by other princes to indulgence 
and pleafure, were by him employ *d in 
promoting the welfare of his belov'd 
people, and his munificence was ever 
the attendant of merit.— -Jofeph found 
an eafy accefs to the prefence of his 
beneficent fovereign ; with a modefl: 
intrepidity he approach'd the throne, 
and through his expreffive features 
flione forth that native greatnefs of 
mind, which ever refults from a confci- 
oufnefs of unfuHicd rcftitude; his air 

was 
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was that of benignity ; and had an 
aerial being, v^ho comes fraught with 
an embafly of peace to mankind, 
fought to conceal his fplendor beneath 
the form of mortality, he would have 
chofen the amiable exterior of the fon 
of Ifrael.— Already the fovereign con- 
fiders him as fuperior to the race of 
mortals, and prepares to obey his word 
as the diftates of one infpir*d by the 
Eternal. 

Jofeph, informed of the vilion which 
perplex'd the royal mind, replied^ 
O prince ! high in the favour of Hea- 
ven! the Supreme hath reveal'd to 
thee thofe events which yet remain 
within the bofom of futurity.—- Seven 
years of plenty await to crown thy 
happy land, when the vallies fhall fmilc 
with ten-fold harvefts, and prolific na- 
ture yield her liberal produfts.— 

Wftilft 
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Whilfl; yet tbe genial years difFufe their 
kinwily treafures^ wprove, O Pharaoh ! 
the luxuriant bounty; — then \& the time 
to expand thy ftorc-houfes, and to 
referve the furplus of abundance ; for 
to thofe prolific feafons will fucceed 
feven. years of femine, when the Nile 
ftxall ceafe to irrigate the fteril earth* 
— Ruft wiU invade the labourer's fickle, 
and the penfive hufbandraan recline in- 
aftive beneath his chearlefs fhed. But 
Egypt, highly favoured, fhall not feel 
the fcourge of the Omnipotent ; by 
the enlighten'd prudence of her go- 
vecoors, flie Ihall evade the impending 
cviL 

Jofeph having thus declar*dthe die-, 
lates of Heaven, prepared to withdraw 
from the prefence of the king ; he was 
impatient to retire to thofe fcenes of 
oblivious tranquillity, which his unalpi- 

ring 
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ring imagination had already piQur'd— 
to enjoy in peaceful obfcurity his be- 
lov'd avocations; to cultivate fome 
grateful fpot, or following his fleecy 
charge o'er the dewy mountain im- 
bibe the healthful breezes of the morn* 
ing ;— but the fovereign, animated by 
patriotic zeal for the welfare of his 
people, exclaim'd, Retire not O thou 
whom the Omniscient hath infpir'd ; 
I attend to thy voice as to the oracle 
q( Heav'n, and with gratitude receive 
this manifeftation of divine benignity. 
Be thou ftill near to affift our counfels 
with thy fuperior wifdom.— Who like 
thyfelf can teach us to evade thofe 
evils, which through the dark clouds 
of futurity, have been difcover'd by 
thy illumin'd eye?— I appoint thee 
next myfelf in power. 

Vol. II; K Scarcely 
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Scarcely had (he monarch i^ake^ 
when there arofe a tremuloui ^ noife 
among the multitude who furrounded 
the throne. — They repeated, a^ with 
one voice, O prkice ! born to proieft 
•—to blefs our happy land ; in this thy 
choice, guided by wi(dora, we dtfcern^ 
the paternal love thou beareft thy peo* 
pie ; long may*ft thou reign to eftab- 
Kftijuftice, truthjand meefc-ey'd mer- 
cy, o'er a grateful nation.-— Again ap* 
plaufive fhouts fiU'd the exalted dome^ 

Jofeph came forward with a com-^ 
posM and fedaie motion ; — he wav'd 
his hand, and filence again refumM her 
fway ; — every eye vfAs fix'd on him iiv 
profound attention*— Thy fervant, faid' 
he, iHuftriousfovereign,po(reffesamind 
infenfible to the allurements of ambi- 
tion. — Accuftom'd in my earlieft youth 

to tend my father's flocks, and for my 

cares 
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Of es to receive bis fmilfes ; a rich re- 
gard! can now a with to tread tho 
rtiorny road of greatneft animate my 
unafpiring foul ?--nAh no:— ItdelU 
neates no joys^buft fiich as fpring amidft 
ibe tfanqiiil path of private life, i 
will retire to a remote corner of thy do* 
sninionsy and employ the hours which 
by thy clemency are crown'd with free^ 
dom, in ardent prayers for thy felicity* 
May the bleffings of the Eternal 
alight on thy land! May they defcend 
a^ the vernal fihowers which refrefh the 
hills of Canaan!— *-A company of 
friends are affembled to celebrate fome 
prc^itious event; — the dreadful tiding* 
are announced that one of them is no 
i9ore ; — has breath 'd his laft at the 
hour he prepared to join the feftive 
throng ; — the voice of joy is fufpenjl- 
cd ; — dejeftion fits on every counte- 
nance :--Such were the emotions of the 
K 2 Egyptians, 
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Egyptians, when the Hebrew had ut^ 
ter'd his reply. — Difappointment cloud- 
ed the face of majefty, Jofeph vented 
a profound figh ; again he advanc'd to 
fpeak; again attention awaited his 
words ; he refum'd : Convinc'd, O 
Egyptians of the cares which are an- 
nexed to greatnefs, I declin'd the de- 
cseitful path;— I fought the calm de- 
lights of obfcurity ; but I have no will 
fave that of Heav'n ; adverfity has 
taught me to bend every fecret wilh to: 
its all wife decrees ; from the earlieft 
dawn of reafon I have fought the feli- 
city of others ; if by accepting thofe : 
high honours, which far furpafs my 
poordeferts, I can be inftrumental to; 
that great end, — I acquiefce ; — for 
this I will refign the peaceful fcenes, 
which influenc'd my humble choice ; 
f— I will forego thofe tranquil pleafures 

which a virtuous folitude aflPord. 

Scarcely 
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• Scarcely was the welcome refolutioii 
titter'd, when the air again reverberated 
with joyous acclamations. Pharaoh haf- 
tily defcending from his throne, invef- 
ted the modeft Jofeph with the infignia 
of dignity ; be put a ring on bis finger, 
and rob'd him in a flowing veftment of 
the richeft purple. But be who bad 
long been converfant with affliflion, 
was now ftiperior to the toys of gran- 
deur. He refembled a graceful cedar,' 
which bends not before the impetuous 
llorm, neither is the verdure of its 
leaves fcorch'd by thofe fervid beams 
which wither the flexile branches of 
the vine. — He declined apartments in 
the regal manfion, and retir'd to an 
humble dwelling which was unadorn'd 
by filver or gold ;— the walls were co- 
vered by the branches of a woodbine, 
intermingled with thofe of an odor- 
ous myrde ; — a cafcade from an adja- 
cent 



fi^dt ro^k fell with i^ agreeably muN 
tiiiir,aiic} gently fteayiingaJnog it$wind« 
ipg caurfe,heighten'4 the bcwty of the 
chajming i^endQWi. The tinafpiring 
f oof Wfis &^4eil by a grovei of imbra-f 
geoua palms^wh^re the feather'd fong* 
ifters i^^r)f|ble4 IQ cb»nt their matin 
{bi>g, or fiti the ev^^ning air with tb^i( 
grateful warbles for the pkafur^s of the 
Ught,<-*But founds more delightful than 
thefe were often heard ii^ the h^ppy 
^bode ; they were the hexi;edi6Uons of 
(he opprefs'd, in whofe behalf Jofepll 
ei^ploy'd the power with which he was 
invefted. He refcu'd incUgeQce from 
the tyranny of the wealthy, and re- 
drefs'd the widow aad her pining or« 
phaQ&: juftice wav'd her impartial 
(ceptre o'eF the land ; mercy extended 
benign influence ; and peace diffused 
her precious olive&i, 

To 
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To the retreat which Jofeph ha* 
^hofen^ Pharaoh Ivould often retit^ to 
enjoy the mofl: delicious moments of 
his life; to difengage his attetition- 
from the cares of royalty, and tafte 
the exalted pkafures of virtuous friehd- 
Ihip. Remote from the tumilh of a 
hufy world, they pafs'd thofc fiiver 
hours in rational difquifitions ; they 
reafon'd on the firft caufe of all things ; 
the beauty and harmony of the moral 
world : — then they fpake of the ex- 
cellency of virtue, and the divine plea- 
furesof friendfhip. — The voice of the 
prince feem'd animated with rapture 
as he dwelt on the tranfporting theme. 
Othou union of congenial fouls ! he ex- 
claimed, thou art the fovereigh baltn 
of life ! — ^how doft thou exah and har- 
monize the mind which owns thy facred 
influence. Yet whilft thou poureft 
thy bleffings on the pedfant,doft thou fly 

the 
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the eager purfuits of royalty ? On the 
humble dwellings of mediocrity, thou 
delighteft to extend thy celeftial wing, 
and (hun'ft the more fplendid apart- 
ments of a regal dome.— —Tell .me, 
O Jofeph ! for thou haft fathom'd the 
human heart, why are the bleffings of 
friendfhip fo feldom enjoy'd by mo- 
narchs ? 

That nobleft paflion of the human 
mind^replied the Hebrew, loves the ge- 
nerous foil which is enrich'd by intrin- 
fie worth. — It can be only permanent 
in hearts ennobled by the love of vir- 
tue. — ^But feck not, O my prince ! for 
fuch as thefe among the multitudes who 
throng thy court. They are too oft 
the ambitious and the vain ; for ge- 
nuine merit loves the (hade, nor courts 
obfervance of the great. — The fragrant 
violet appears not amidft the gaudy 
tints which enamel the open lawn : on 

^mc 
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Come fliaded bank it breathes its innate 
fweets, Ibreen'd by afpiring brambles 
from the excurfive eye.— — Would'ft 
thou poflefs the friendfhip of the good 
and wife, fear not the voice of ^ruth ; 
Ihe is her divine colleague. — CheriOi 
not thofe who flatter thy paffions, but 
dx:ead the delicious, poifon of their lips 
more than the crefted ferpent which in* 
habits ^Ethiopian wilds. — -Prize folid 
virtue more than fhining talents; and 
know, who moft defires to obtain thy 
favour, leaft delerves it. 
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OBEDIENT to divine command, 
the earth pour d forth her abun- 
dant ftores, and from her maternal lap 
diffused thofe plenteous harvefts by 
which the fainting nations were fup- 
ply'd. — Egypt refembled a fpacious 
cornfield yielding its golden produCb- 
to the fun. The mountains* verdant 
fides were cover'd with mantling vines 

loaded 



loaded with delicious fruitage ; and the 
branches of the olive bow'd beneath 
their precious burthen.— A traveller, 
as he journey 'd aloi^ the fummit of 
the hilk, beard the voice of joy from 
the vallies beneath ; for ere the rofy 
dawn h^d gilded the eafi, troops of afli- 
duous fwains began their rural taiOk^ nor 
refign'd their toil till dewy evening 
advanc'd.—- No longer capable of la- 
bour, the ancient peafant leads a train 
of infant defcendants to the field; 
there, as with fmiles they view the ac* 
tive fceoe, the hoary fege recounts 
thofe days of youth, when rifing to an- 
ticipate the dawn, he foremoB: of the 
fwains began the pleafing labour.- 
Amidft the deep retreats of ancient 
woods were heard the woodman's 
ftrokes ; ^nd deeping echoes were 
awaken *d by thofe efforts which fever'd 
ftupendous cedars from their bafe,whofe 
L 2 tops 
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tops defcending to the eartb, caus'J 
her to feel a tremulous motion, as 
when fubterraneous fires ftruggle with- 
in her central bofom. The Nile fuf- 
tain'd whole forefts on its fwelling 
wave, defign'd to form tlK)fe fpacious 
granaries, which at command of Jofeph 
were built throughout the land. 

The benevolent Hebrew perceiving 
the afFeftion of the Egyptians for their 
king, defirous to render yet more per- 
manent the delicate tie, prevailed x>n 
Pharaoh to make a tour through his 
now fmiling land.— The monarch had 
afcended the throne of his fathers to 
reign over a numerous people ; but 
the extent of his dominions he had 
never feen : the crowded city and the 
cultivated plain were to him alike un- 
known. Since the day of his attain- 
jnent, the ftately limits of his palace 
. , had 
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^Iiad been the boundaries of bis fight. 
Content not thyfelf, faid the fon of 
Ifrael, like the princes who have gone 
before thee, with fiiftaining the folitary 
burden of royalty ; nor like them fuf- 
fer thy days to wafte in pompous in* 
dolence, without an eflFort to preferve 
the love of thofe thou governeft.-^* 
DiftancCi my prince, may cheriih fer- 
vile awe, but ne'er infpir'd love. De- 
fpife the obedience which is extorted 
by thy power, and afpire to a more 
grateful fway, the empire of the mind. 
•^Conciliate the affeftions of thy peo- 
ple ; reign in their wills, their hearts.— 
Thus,when thy days are numbered, and 
all the honours which adorn thy brow 
are mingled with the duft, thou (halt 
not need the fculptor's art to fave thy 
memory from oblivion. In charafters 
indelible it fhall be writ, and pofterity 
will guard the facred truft^ 

Accom- 
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Acoompanied by his faithful raisai^ 
fier, Pharaoh afcended his xdianot ; the 
rapid vheds roil'd o'er the en^mell'd 
plains; the whole country appeared 
before them as a delicious garden, wa- 
ter'd by innumerabie rivulets diffused 
from the pareiu Nile ; tbefe moifteniog 
the glebe, fpread verdure and fertility ; 
a»d now labour fufpended his toil ; in- 
dullry reclin'd on tis pfloughSiare.*-* 
The villagers ran with one accord ; 
they ftood in innumerous rows on 
cither fide ; they ftripp'd the verdant 
palm of its branches, and, as with one 
voice they cry, Profperity attend ihe 
father of his people ! and bleffings be 
on the head of Jofeph !— The heart 
of thefovereign melted with fenfations 
to which he had ever been a ftranger ; 
he felt an inexpreffible delight, and 
from his cheek wip'd a paternal tear. — 
To thee, he cried, as he tenderly em- 

brac'd 
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trac'dthe fon of Ifracl, do I owe thefe 
ecftatic feelings! — Surely, if Heaven 
had not blefs'd me with thy coimfels, I 
had never taffed thofe tranfports which 
now elevate me above mortality.— 
What is the boaftbd happinefs of roy- 
alty, but the pmver of promoting the 
felicity of thoufands ? An inexhaudi-' 
ble fpring of delight, arifes in the mind^ 
of that king, who, beholding his fub- 
jeftswith the afFcSionate eye of a ten*r 
der father, fees, them enjoying thofe 
bleflings his patriot care preferves tor 
them„ Can the moft unbounded con- 
queft yield a pleaflire comparable to 
one fuch delicious reflexion ? 

Jofeph reply 'd, Unhappy, O my fo-» 
vereign! muft be that nation whofe 
king is aSuated by a thirft of conqueft. 
Vain glorious dmbition ! which, like the 
baneful breath of peftilenceyfpteadsha^ 

vock 



vbck and ^ deftruaion where it lights X 
Cities fubdu'dand vaft dominions gain'd 
are but as duSs which drain the vi-* 
tals of the ftate !— Ah fee ! all pale, 
emaciated, flie leans and haftens to her 
fete. — Forc'd from their peaceful cot- 
tage flie beholds her fwains compeJi'd 
to quit the fickle for the martial fpear, 
and rugged thorns o'erfpread her de- 
fert plains : — then art reclines her paU- 
Hd cheek, commerce contraSs her out-* 
ftretch'd fails, and drooping labour 
mburns.— Thefe, O my prince! are 
woes which ever wait the deftru£live 
foot of war. — Far from thy land may 
Heaven avert the awful fcourge, and 
bid fair peace difFufe her precious 
olives ! 

They now penetrated the interior 
parts of Egypt, and beheld extenfive 
wilds which for progreffive ages had 

imbib'd 
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itnbib'd the folar rays ; yet, like fome 
wretched mifer, deep withheld their 
latent treafures. Thfe putrid morafs 
emitted an unhealthful effluvia to the 
fleeting gale, and noxious weeds ob- 
fcur'd thofe plains which woo'd the 
morning beams : thefe, by the advice 
of Jofeph, the monarch diftributed in 
juft proportions to the hufbandmen. 
The fteril earth foon acknowledged 
the hand of cultivation, and returned 
her grateful ftores ; and now thofe ex- 
tended traSs, which fo lately yielded a 
dreary profpeft to the tir'd eye, pre- 
\ fented a chearful landfcape, variegated 

with peaceful cottages and grazing 
flocks. To unfocial filence fucceeded 
the voice of artlefs joy, refoundingfrom 
the fweet abodes of innocence. — The 
fwain returning at the evening hour, is 
welcomed by a fmiling offspring ; he 
partakes of the wholefome viands which 
Vol. II, M the 
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the tender matron has provided, ancf 
guihlefs feftivity enlivens the hamble 
roof. — Purfue your evening paftime, 
ye children of humility ; ye have never 
trod the thorny path of greatnefs ; ye 
have never breath'd anambitious-figh ; 
the peace which courts yield not is 
your's. 

In every contribution thou exafteft, 
faid the Hebrew, beware, O Pharadht 
that thou opprefs not the laboriou? huf- 
bandman. The merchant may pro- 
vide the elegancies, the artift the cdn- 
veniencies, of life ; but agriculture 
alone forms the folid wealth of Egypt. 
Impolitic muft be that government 
which permits this clafe of men to feel 
the weight of its fupport.-^Ye patient 
children of toil ! drink ye every one 
the fruit of bis own vine, beneath 
the {hadow of its branches: the hand 

of 
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of majefty fliall augjnent rather than 
4iinimfh your cup.^'-nF^Phars^oh, as he 
vifited the flouriihiDg cities of his king-i 
doin, wa^ chann'd with their fplendor 
and magnificence ; his prefence diflFus'd 
joy to every l^reaft; united voices af- 
cending to the ikies, implor'd bleQiqgson 
their king, and on the head o£ Jpfeph. 

The monarch returned to his palace, 
folio w'd by the benediftionsof his nu- 
merous fubje3s, who confider him as. 
the guardian of their liberty and bap- 
pinefs; and the fon of Ilrael, exulting 
in the felicity he had promoted, en- 
joy 'd in his retirement thofe precious 
rewards which the benevolent heart 
ever draws from itfelf ; — rewards too 
great for pen of mortal to defcribe; 
—but ye ftiall know, ye Heaven en- 
lighten'd few ! — ye who delight in com- 
municating happinefs— whofe every 
M 2 thought 
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thought teems with exalted love to 
God, to man— to you angelic whifpers 
fliall unfold, and your expanded hearts 
Ihall own the pure, the extatic blifs. 

In the benign bofom of the Hebrew . 
the remembrance of injuries was as 
unliable traces on the fluftuating fand, 
which the redundant tide erales, and 
they are no more. — He had affiduoufly 
fought the defcendants of Potiphar, 
that he might repay the kindnefs he bad 
received from the moft benevolent of 
men; yetvainwerehisgrateful fearches; 
the viciffitudes which attend the race of 
men, had wrapt their fortunes in oblivion. 
— As he one day walk'd out, intent on 
exploring the footfteps of mifery, that 
in thofe wounds which fhe had inflic- 
ted, he might infufethebalmof comfort, 
he faw a youth of an ingenuous mien, 
penfive and alone : — the fprightly tra- 
ces 
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tes of juvenile chearfulnefs were 
cclips'd by forrow ; and he fat beneath 
a cyprefs, gazing on a brook which 
filently glided at his feet.— Jofeph drew 
^ near him ; and as he approach'd, the 

, recoUeftion of thofe hours which 

J friendfhip and gratitude had endear'd 

to his remembrance, arofe on his mind; 
the refemblance of Potiphar was be- 
fore him, and his foul was abforpt in 
thofe amiable fenfibilities which had 
imprefs'd his youthful mind.— Tell me, 
faid he, thou whofe countenance fuf- 
tains the veftiges of forrow, whence 
arifes thy grief ?— Surely I perceive in 
thee the lineaments of one ftill preci- 
ous to my memory, 

I ' The youth, aftonifh'd, proftrated 

himfelf to the ground.— May that 

peace, faid he, which is fuperior to the 

I voice of an applaufive world, O my 

i lord ! 
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lord ! be tjtine ! But feek not thout 
the wretched fofUines of an orphan, 
who is beF^ft of every frien^ fuc- 
coun — When Potipljar, »y fi^e, who 
kmg. had bprw the prefliirie of adver* 
fity> found in the tombanafylum froRt 
lti& woes, I: was left, to fuftain alone the^ 
fcorn of aa qnfeeliiig wof Id, without ^ 
friend IP guide my bfiplefs youth. 

Jofeph could no longer fupprcfs hi« 
emotion ; hq interrupted the unfinifti'd 
tale* I thank thee, he exclaim'd,, Q 
thou Eternal,! — ^I behold the off- 
fpring of my benefaOiDn— O Potiphar! 
whofe friendfliip taught my youthful 
heart to own a fecond fire, why heard 
I not once more thy friendly voice ?— - 
Why faw I not the melting kindncfs 
of thine eye, e'er thou hadft flept in 
everlafling night ?~But I will feek 
jtby tombi and water with my tears the 

fod 
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(bd which hides thy relics from unhaU 
low'd eyes : the poreft bpeezes of the 
morn fball vifk-it, and all the balmy 
dews of eve defcend upon the facrod 
lurf. — Come €hou, who art already near 
my heart? onefatefliall now unite us. 
— *The love I bore tbv fire rekindles 
in my breaft. — O Potiphar ! raoft be- 
neficent df men ! how often at thy 
plenteous table have the children of 
penury forgot their wants, and forrow 
flood fufpended at thy door ?— *But 
who can fay to riches, Ye ape mine ?— • 
To honors, I poflels ye ? for whilft the 
breath dies on his lip, the boafted en- 
joyments are no more. Lefs perma- 
nent is all terreftrial blifs than are the 
gelid drops before the fhining day. 

Sometimes, during the noBurnal 
hoursjfancy in her aerial career attains 
the verge of a tremendous .precipice ; 

the 
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tfee craggy rock retires from beneath ; 
— flie finks ;— DeftruSion waits within 
the yawning gulph. — At that terrific 
moment, fome friendly hand fnatches 
her from the pernicious brink. Loft in 
tranfport, flie views her deliverer with 
gratitude too great for utterance.— 
Such were the fenfations of Auletes the 
fon of Potiphar, at the words of Jo- 
fcph ; he lifted his yet gliftening eye 
from the ground, but remained fix'd in 
filence. The Hebrew tranflated the 
expreflive look; for generous minds 
can foon defcry their fair refemblance 
in the kindred breaft ; he led him to 
his houfe, where unreftrain'd afFeftion 
bade every grief be hufti'd. — Thus a 
tender flower, which the bleak north 
wind tears from its root, is Ihelter'd be- 
neath the friendly branches of a cedar. 

Thofe moments which the avocations 
of office left his own, Jofeph applied 

to 
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to the cultivation of the young mind 
of Auletes. He beheld reafon arifing 
unclouded from out the mifts of child- 
hood, and perceiv'd the feeds of virtue 
waiting fome friendly hand to rear 
them into focial aftion. Then was the 
moment for friendfliip to exert its 
power ; for judgment, more mature, 
to guide the unfteady thought, and fix 
the veering motions of the foul ; meet 
talk for him, whofe wifdom was ob- 
tained of ftern adverfity — ^whofe every 
virtue was enhanc'd by fuffering! How 
infinite are my obligations to thee, bell 
of friends ! faid the youth, fince to the 
favours thy liberal hand bellows, thou 
added one more invaluable than alL— . 
The human mind, uncultivated, feels a 
vacuum midft a plenitude of blifs.— . 
'Tis education gives a zeft to every 
bleffing ; 'tis that by which I tafte the 
Vol. II. N numerous 
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numerous bounties Heaven and thoa 
beftoweft. 

But whilft the divme exercifes of be^ 
hevolence ferv'd to unbend th€ mind 
of Jofeph from the cares of his ex- 
alted ftation, the image of the beau- 
teous daughter of Poti-pherah was not 
erased from his memory. Pharaoh, de- 
firous to ally him to his country, by 
the foft bands of love, fought to unite 
him to one of the illudrious virgins of 
his court ; but the heart of the Hebrew 
could admit no obje£l but its belov'd 
Afenath. — Often was he prompted to 
repofe the tender fecret in the affec- 
tionate bofom of his fovereign ; but 
he knew not the charming maid returned 
his love ; and the delicacy of his paf- 
fion dreaded the interference of roy- 
alty. —The daughter of Potipherah, 
faid he, excels in beauty ; her eyes are 

brighter 
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brighter than the gems of the eafl; ; 
the blulhes on her cheeks refemble the 
harbinger of day :— yet if her heart 
owns not a mutual flame, fhall the 
frlendfhip of Pharaoh draw her to my 
arms.— If her affeftions be not mine, 
how imperfefl: were my happinefs I— 
'Tis the ecftatic union of the mind J 
feek ; that only can fccure my blifs^ 

AQ:uated by thefe fentiments, he laid 
the emblems of rank afide, and, unat- 
tended, fought the dwelling of Poti- 
pherah.— Ere the quiv'ring fun beams 
were departed from the mountains, he 
attained the peaceful vale, where the 
fnowy flocks repofe,far from the noife 
of mankind. The courfe of a rivulet, 
flowing with a placid found over the 
fmooth pebbles, conduced him to a 
valley where the foot of ambition had 
N 2 never 
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never trod, nor pride difplay'd her 
party-colour'd plumes ; all was fimplU 
city and peace.-— To this calm retreat 
Poti-pherah had retir'd when the ami- 
able partner of his foul ceas'd to be 
among the living, to indulge his for- 
rows,and to cultivate the youthful mind 
of his belov'd Afenath. Here they 
contemplated the works of creation, 
trac'd their Great Former in the 
charming face of nature, or met him 
amongft the ftars. 

The venerable man was fitting at 
the door of his tranquil abode, half 
conceal'd by a duller of odorous 
Ihrubs: the opening rofe-bud and the 
woodbine form'd over his head a fra- 
grant awning. — Near him reclin'd on 
a moffy bank enameU'dwith violets, 
the lovely Afenath ; her fnowy arms 
fupported a lacerated lamb which had 

wander'd 
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wander'd from the fold; it gafp'd few 
life, and Ihe embalm'd it with her tears. 
— Cherifli, O my child ! faid the hoary- 
fire, every tender, every benevolent 
affedion. Mercy excludes not from 
its care, even the irrational inhabitants 
, of the globe.— As the extended deep 
yields thofe prolific fhowers, which, re- 
frefliing the thirfty earth, are again re- 
ceived by the parent ocean ; fo (halt 
thou give thy bread to the hungry, and 
thy cup to him who is athirft, and thy 
foul (hall be repaid with felicity. — Who 
hath created ten thoufand worlds, that 
they might rejoice in his beneficence ? 
The Most High ; he delights in the 
happinefs of his creatures. — Imitate, 
O Afenath! the divine benignity.— 
The effufions of a benevolent heart 
are more precious than the fpicy odours 
of Arabian groves^ The hypocrite 
bows down in the temple, and lifts his 

petitions 
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petitions to Heaven ; but the winds 
fhall difperfe them ; for the widow and 
the orphan pine in indigence, and be 
regards not their mifcry.— His facri- 
fices are unpleafmg to the Eternal:: 
the being who form'd him cannot de- 
light in him. 

The approach of die Hebrew was 
announced by the ruftling of the thick 
branches ; his animated eyes met thofe 
of Afenaih, and a bluQi more ruddy 
than the dawn was enkindled in her 
cheek, Poti-pherah, whofe peaceful 
retirement was the rcfidence of hofpi- 
tality,arofe to greet the welcome ftran- 
ger-— See, faid he, the Ihades of even- 
ing approach ; thofe afpiring hills re- 
fleft iheir dark ftadow o'er the valley : 
•—enter then this abode of innocence 
and peace ; here no unfbcial paffion 
dwells; no niggard hand offers a fcanty 

refrefli- 



tefreflimcnt to the weary gueft ; par- 
take with us what bounteous nature af-< 
fordd* 

Afenatb, obedient to her fire, had 
withdrawn to prepare a repaft. — Her 
fair hands coUefted the moft delicious 
grapes of the vintage ; the induftrious 
hive yielded he choiceft honey, and 
{he fet on milk of kine. — No baneful 
difeafe lurk'd beneath fpecious covers; 
the wholefome meal was prepar'd by 
temperance, and feafonM by chearful- 
nefs. — We adore thee, OSourceof 
B£N£Fi<:£NC£! faid the ancicnt, who 
fcattereft plenty o'er the lap of nature, 
and biddeft the varied creation admi« 
nifter to the comfort of mankind !•— 
Thou fufpendeft the fun in the azure 
concave, not only to enlighten our 
Seps and gladden us with his beams, 
but toimpart flavour tothe fruits which 

fo 



fo much delight our tafte. The lowing 
herds, whofe beliowings caufe the rocks 
to reverberate, contribute to ourfub- 
fiftence ; and even the infeQ: world ex- 
hauft their little lives in toil for us :— 
for us the bee explores the enamell'd 
heath, and fucks the fubtle effence of 
the fweeteft flowers.— Let the voice of 
gratitude afcend to thee the Univer- 
sal Lord ! — let the creatures of thy 
love yield the willing tribute of thankf* 
giving ! from the crowded city to the 
breezy plain, may choral hymns re- 
found thy praife.— Sanftify thofe blef- 
fings thou beftoweft ! give them to nou* 
rifh our feeble frames, and enable us 
with renew'd fervor to adore thy love I 

Whim they were feated at the 
friendly repaft, Recount, my fon, faid 
the lage, what accident has led thy 
footfteps to ihefe fxlent plains ; or how 

haft 
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haft thou penetrated this obfcure recefs, 
where we pafs the hours in fweet obli- 
vion of terreftrial things.— O enviable 
tranquillity ! return'dthe fon of Ifrael. 
How delightful thus to retire from a 
degenerate world, and, unfettered by ty- 
rannic cuftom, obey the voice of rea- 
fon and of nature ! to contemplate 
theSouRCE OF allPerfection ! and 
on the facred model form the bias of 
the mindj till every virtue is enkindled, 
and the Eternal beholds his own 
pure image in the rifing foul !— Such 
were the placid joys on which I dwelt 
with rapture ; but He who governs all 
events, will'd me a different lot, and 
from a dungeon's defolate abyCs rais'd 
me to my fovereign's favor : — yet what 
are all the honours of a fplendid court, 
what the unbounded confidence of my 
prince, without Afenath's love ?-7-Ah ! 
yain are the allurements of wealth, the 
Vol. II. O chaims 
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charms of greatnefs, if Heaven and 
you withhold the precious boon. 

The lovely maid, in whofe ingenu- 
bus breaft deceit could never boaft a 
momentary refidence, heard the foft 
confeffion ; a chaften'd joy fhone in her 
radiant eyes ; flie felt, and own'd a mu- 
tual flame. Now proftrate at the feet 
of Poti-pherah they awaited the fiat of 
their felicity. A moment's filence 

fucceeded. The venerable parent 

looking up to Heaven exclaimed, Be- 
hold, O thou Supreme! an union 
where avarice has no part.— .Yes, my 
belov'd children ! ye are one ; by my 
facred funftion I cement your long 
tried faith; but to the Eternal let 
us offer a grateful facrifice, and mingle 
our praifes with the altar's hallow'd 
ilamct 

Jofeph 
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Jofeph and Afenath followed their 
Venerable conduftor to a thick wood ; 
on every fide majeftic cedars fhed an 
awful fhade. In this facred retire- 
ment the pious fage often elevated his 
orifonstotheOMNiPOTENT; and here 
he had erefted an altar of the green 
turf. — Jofeph caught an unblemifh'd 
iamb of the flock; the prieft lifts the 
hallow'd knife ; the blood of the vic- 
tim bedews the facred earth. 

While the myftic rites were perform- 
ing, the youths and virgins of the ham- 
let bad aflembledj rob'd in veftments of 
white, and crown d with wreaths of the 
verdant olive. — They fung, Hail, vir- 
tuous love ! bright emanation of the 
Eternal Sire ! cement of blifs ce- 
leftial and terrene !— The groves of 
Eden by thy power aflTum'd a brighter 
verdure ; young zephyrs fofter blew ; 
O 2 and 
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and every fmiling fcene new beauties^ 
claim'd to blefs the human pair. By 
thee infpir'djthe heavenly gales breathe 
fweeter fragrance, and the unfading 
amaranth difclofes a frefher bloom. — 
Celeftial flame ! which can only in con- 
genial minds exift ; 'tis thine to exalt 
our mortal blifs, and anticipate divine. 

And now the kindling flames con- 
fume the facrifice ; thick clouds of 
fmoke afcend to Heaven; the Eter- 
nal faw, well pleas'd, and blefs'd the 
virtuous pair ; and the feraphs who 
furroundcd the my flic fane, beheld a 
pafBon as refin'd as that which warm^ 
their own celeftial breafl:s. — The holy 
man ftands by the facred altar, and 
thus he lifts his ardent petitions to the 
everlafting throne: Great Source 
of thofe fenfations which ennoble and 
refine our nature ! eternal fpring and 
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centre of our happinefs ? O let thy 
choiceft bleffings light on thofe whom 
congenial virtue has united! May- 
each fucceeding day prove but the ce- 
ment of that tender tie which links their 
kindred minds ! and when at length 
the hand of death fhall open the eter- 
nal doors, in a fweet tide of grateful 
ccftacy, may their gentle fpirits mingle 
with the Fountain of Existence! 
— Go,yebelov'dpair!— the light divine 
Ihall fliine around your path ; — I fee, I 
fee the prophetic day ! it dawns on my 
ravilh'd fight, when the pofterity of Jo- 
feph and Afenath (hall be multiplied 
in the land which God (hall give his 
people; as a vine fhall it fpread forth, 
as a goodly vine by the waters, which 
taketh hold of the mighty rocks, and 
fpreadeth among the everlaRing hills. 

The foul of Poti-pherah was rapt 
into futurity ; he was opprefs'd by fen- 

fations 
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fations too powerful for mortality ; lie 
recliti'd on his children, and the tear of 
tranfport fell from his eye. 
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"HILST from the copious ftores 
of nature, plenty was difpens'd 
o'er an exulting world, the inhabitants 
of Canaan, immers'd in ignorance like 
the nations around, knew not the Al- 
mighty Source of their abundance. 
—Every valley refounded with idola- 
trous devotion; and fcarce a grove' 
vav'd its xnajeftic top but beheld its 
\ awful 
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awful fhade polluted withvi8:hns of 
fuperftition. On every hill fome gloo- 
my idol receiv'd the frantic worfhip of 
its votaries ; and the moon, fent by her 
Almighty Former to enlighten the 
earth, beheld them with myftic dances 
hallow her approach.— The patriarch 
lijrael lamented the impious degene- 
racy, and in thofe meetings, when con- 
vivial mirth mark'd the feftive hours,he 
fought to enlarge the clouded reafon of 
his companions to the comprehenfion of 
one omniprefent being ; and from the 
abundance which the fruitful feafons 
yielded, to awaken piety and gratitude 
to Heaven. — Behold, my friends, be 
would lay, this fair profufion of nature's 
gifts ! See yonder valley yellow with 
corn,and thofe hills adorn'd with mant- 
ling vines ! The olive yields a pre- 
cious oil, the gliding ftreams abound 
with finny tribes, and even the ambient 

air 
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•ftir IS Bird with harmony. Enjoy the 
beauties which thus delight ; but can 
you be unmindful of the power from 
whence thofe various bleffings flow ? 
The fun indeed imparts his fervent rays 
to gild the waving vale, and improve 
the purple tinQure of the juicy grape ; 
yet doubtlefs an almighty hand en- 
kindled the refplendent lamp, and fuf- 
pended it in the azure vault.-— The 
moon imbibes her pleafing light from 
that fuperior orb. — Theftafs, whdfe 
lambent rays glitter profufely in the 
etherial arch, are guided by that Eter- 
nal Deity whofe prefence pervades 
all fpace, whofe temple is the univerfe; 
too extenfive even for imagination's ut- 
rnoft bounds. — Confider the powers of 
the human foul. Can fuch be the work 
of ought but an Omniscient Godi 
and fhall the mind, thus noble in her 
faculties, yield adoration to a rugged 
Vol. II. P mafs, 
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iiiafs, by human art dragged from iw 
earthy bed ?— No more, my friends, 
degrade your celeftial origin ; attend 
me to yonder grove, where to receive 
your fenfelefs homage the grim idol 
fits enthroned. 

Ifracl, though infpir'd with holy fer- 
vor, and zealous for the worQiip of 
the one true God, addrefs'd them not 
in the language of inveftive ; no racks, 
nor flames enforc'd his faith ; fuch are 
the dreadful modes of later ages, when 
miftaken zealots think, that by male- 
volence and rage they promote the ho- 
nor of the God OF Peace, His looks 
were thofe of gendenefs, and mild per- 
fuafion was the attendant of his words. 
—They follow him to the fhade, facred 
to fuperftition's dreadful rites.— Jacob 
hurls the pondVous idol from its place, 
and its broken fragments are fcatter'd 

on 



ontheground.— The afFrighten'dpriefts 
run from their dark abodes ; pale ter- 
ror is on every countenance, and each 
moment they expeft the avenging 
lightning to dart on the profaner of 
their worftiip. — Divine influence ac- 
companies the pious zeal, and conver- 
ted multitudes requeft him to make 
known the God of Abraham* 

On an open plain, from every part 
of which the delighted eye was greeted 
by luxuriant views, Ifrael determin'd 
toered an altar to the Supreme.— • 
This enchanting fpot he chofe, that the 
beautiful fcenes around might more 
forcibly imprefs the yielding heart with 
conviftionof an alUwife Creator.— 
Soon a fimple edifice appear'd of un- 
wrought ftones ; and the vallies, long 
us'd to idolatrous (trains, refounded 
with hymns of rational devotion. One 
P z day 
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day in feven they celebrated with raore- 
than ufual folemnity ; it was then the 
patriarch rehears 'd to his converteci au- 
cjicnce thofe traditions which his anccf- 
tors had received from the firft of men. 
He recounted the wonders of creation ; 
fliew'd them that at the almighty word 
earth inftantaneoufly burft her veil of 
darknefs^and wond'ring fpheres beheld 
her rife replete in beauty . — He expa- 
tiated on the felicity of man at that 
blefs'd period, when unacquainted with 
fin, he was permitted to apprehend the 
Omnipresent Deity, converfe with 
angels, and breathe immortal air ;— 
next he difplay'd the human foul, dc- 
prefs'd in her powers, enervated in her 
faculties by the malignant ftain ; the 
will perverle, inclining ftill to evil ; and 
clouded reafon, unable to enforce the 
good fhe dimly fees ; then grofs idola- 
try, reai'd her impious throne, when 

the 



die degenerate mind fought a mate? ial 
image of that Power whofe glories no 
mortal eye can fee. 

Thus benevolently employed, Jacob 
foQth'd thofe forrows which ftill would 
flow at the tender recolle£lion of his 
belov'd Jofeph.— And now no longer 
foft genial Ihowers defcended ; but de^ 
priv'd of timely, moifture, the earth 
ceas'd to yield her waving harvefts,— 
The yeai:s of fertility were expir'd, and 
famine (hook a deflating fabr^ o'er 
the nations. The dele£lable land of 
(ana^n^ the chofen fpot of the Most 
High, felt its dreadful force; (he 
ipourn'd as a youthful bride, who, be^ 
reft by fome fad cafuahy of the be- 
loy'd objefl; of her vows, refigns her 
bridal ornaments for habiliments of 
mourning. — Thofe vivid fcenes with 
which nature delighted to adorn the 

promis'd 



( "8 ) 

promis'd heritage of Ifrael were no 
more : the forefts had exchanged their 
pleafing verdure for a ruffet hue, and 
flowers of a thoufand dies lay fcorch'd 
before the fervid rays. — In vain the 
weary peafant fought the olive's um- 
brageous (hade ; he no longer heard 
the placid murmurs of the brook, or 
faw the hills white with innumerous 
flocks. — Hermon, on whofe top bal- 
famic dews delight to reft, and Tabor, 
greeted by the earlieft beams of day, 
implor'd refrefliing rains. ThouGilboa, 
felt the long continued draught : Gil- 
boa, facred in holy fong, at whofe foot 
the mighty fell* when tides of generous 
blood bedew'd thy hallow'd turf; then 
friendfhip feU the wounds, and the 
fweetmufe of Bethlehem J in tuneful 
numbers mourn'd. 

Silent 

• Saul and Jonathan, who were flain there in battle. 
i See David's pathetic lamentation for them. 



Silent beneath a palm-tree's leaflefs 
branches, Ifrael's dejeSed fons re- 
din'd ; they no more beguil'd the ful- 
try hours with feftivc fongs ; fadnefs 
fat on every brow, and filence fufpen- 
died every tongue ; for confcience had 
awoke as from a lethargy. A brother's 
wrongs haunted their remembrance, 
cmbitter'd every fcene, and aggravated 
the horrors of that deftru6lion which fo 
near approach'd. — At length Simeon 
addrefs'd the deje6led brethren : Per- 
ceive ye not, laid he, O wretched fons 
of an afilided father ! the uplifted hand 
of vengeance ready to overtake us for 
our crime ? — Ah, Jofeph ! thy unme- 
rited injuries arife againft us before the 
eternal throne,— —What though from 
aftual murder we were reftrain'd, furely 
death had been the leffer evil. Our 
horrid cruelty led us to fell a guiltlefs 
brother into a diftant land,— Ah ! flop 

my 
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my accufing thoughts! tell hot the 
dreadful aggravation ! O my tor- 
tur'd heart ! He is a flave ; \f6 have 
unjuftly deprivM him of the fv^eet en- 
dearments of paternal love, of liberty, 
and all which render life defiraWe.-^ 
Methinks I fee him proftrat^ before us, 
imploring pity, with placid look, wRlcSi 
fpake forgivenefs to us, hiis purposed 
murderers. — Yes, even then he fiirvey'd 
us with an eye illumin'd by th6 love- 
lie ft attribute of Heaven,*— Everi now 
perhaps he pines in fome Ibathfoitib 
dungeon, fecluded from the light, or 
elfe condemned to inceffant toil.-^Hfe 
faints; he droops beneath the oppref- 
five burden. — Hark ! hear we nbt his 
groans— thofe p^laifttiVfe founds wKi6h 
pierce my very foul ? 

Reuben, who had never ceased to 
lament the fatal deed, paffionately ex- 

claim'd^ 
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claim'd, Pardon, O beft of brothers ! 
my timid weaknefs. Why fnatch'd I 
thee not from their cruel hands ? — 
Fatal pufillanimity ! — Would I had 
reff u'd ihee, or perifh'd in the attempt ! 
then hadft thou ftill enjoy 'd with us a 
father's fmiles !— Better, indeed, my 
brethren had it been as ye feign'd! 
better to have flept in death than bear 
the rigid chain of flavery ! But 
whilft we, felfaccufmg, wafte the day, 
famine with dreadful ftep advances; 
our aged parent, our infant offspring, 
fink before it. Let us feek our father, 
^nd acquaint him, that the plenteous 
ftores of Egypt can yet fupply our 
wants.— The remembrance of guilt had 
in the wretched brethren fufpended 
that defire of life which nature implants 
in all. Scarcely they heard the voice 
of Reuben, but remain d with their 
arms folded, their haggard eyes fix'd in 
Vol. II. Q deep 
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deep derpair. — At length ihey arofe, 
and with penfive fteps fought their 
fire. 

Near the dwelling of Jacob was a 
fpreading palm, beneath whofe branches 
the haplefs parent had often enjoy 'd the 
engaging converfe of his lamented Jo- 
feph. Still he delighted to vifit the 
belov'd fpot ; there to indulge that ten- 
der melancholy which footh'd his 
grief* opprefs'd mind. With a counte- 
nance expreffive of patient hope and 
meek fubmiflion, penfive and alone he 
fat beneath the fliade.— — How nume- 
rous, he exclaim'd, are the forrows 
which fill the narrow bounds of human 
life ! Scarcely do the gay, illufive 
ideas of youth fubfide, when the weight 
of real woe crufhes the rifing ardors of 
the foul. — Fraught with fanguine views 
pf diftant happinefs, we begin life's 
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toilfome journey ; haply mih fome 
congenial mind endear'd by tender fym- 
pathy ; then comes the grifly tyrant of 
the human race, and fevers the faithful 
pair, leaving the forrowing partner to 
purfue a cheerlefs way and woo obli- 
vion.— -If to breathe on this poor earth 
be all of man*s exiftence, that period 
which unites the mortal frame to its 
kindred duft is moft defirable. — But 
thou, O God, haft form'd us for a fu- 
ture ftate,where virtuous fouls Ihall re- 
unite, improv'd in cndlefs blifs. 

Simeon and Judah, approaching, ac- 
quainted their father there was corn in 
Egypt :— -That plenteous land, faid 
they, feels not the fcourge which now 
is lifted o'er the earth ; there vaft re- 
fources, the wife referves of former 
plenty, are yet fufficient to fuftain the 
needy nations. — We wait thy com- 
Q 2 mands 
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mands to fetch from thence food for 
our fainting houfholds.— Jacob lifted 
his grateful eye to the Supremb.— * 
Although, he cried, the genial fhowers- 
ceafe to refrefh the thirfty earth- 
though the vine, ftripp'd of its foliage, 
yields not the lufcious fruit, and the 
yellow harvefts fail ; yet will we con- 
fide in thee, O thou BeneiicenI' J— • 
Go, my children, and get food for our 
families. 

The ten retire from the presence of 
their father; they quit his paternal 
abode, and call a parting glance on the 
plains of Mamre. As yet the ruddy 
footfteps of the dawn tremble on the 
hills ; the grey clouds difperfe. and 
the effulgent beams of the fun are feen 
to alcend from behind the blue tops of 
the eaftern mountains. — The fons of 
Ifrael advance towards the foutb, and 

the 
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tJie land of Canaan recedes from their 
▼icw ; they attain the flood, whofe 
mighty waters at the divine command, 
feft bare their fecret channel, while 
the peopk favour d of the Eternal 
walk'd on the dry abyfs. Now no 
more impetuous torrents from the 
wood-crown'd head of Libanus, fwell'cl 
the Jordan^s rapid ftream, nor dafliing 
billows refounded as ufual on the dif- 
tant ear ; but the languid wave fainriy 
rolling on the fedgy bank, yielded a 
lomnific found, like that which the lif- 
tening Ihepberd hears as he reclines 
upon the borders of fome gliding rill. 
They pafs the inglorious flood, and 
penetrate Arabia's thirfty defert, where 
torpid breezes involve the exhaufted 
traveller in heaps of calid fand. — If in 
their painful way fome palm, whofefo- 
li^tge has efcaped the all-conquering 
beat, oSers a friendly Ihelter, they 
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refume their mutual accufations with 
all the rancour of ffelf-remorfe ; each 
ftrives to palliate his own offence, and 
transfer the burden of his guilt, to the 
wretched partners of his crime and mi- 
fery ; till unable to endure the flings of 
confcience, they arife, and in gloomy 
filence purfue their cheerlefs way. 

Egypt appear d within the horizon ; 
her fplendid cities and exalted toweri^ 
afforded a magnificent profpefl; to the 
delighted traveller ; yet it was not, as 
before, adorn'd with numerous canals, 
whofc waters gliften'd on the diflant 
eye; nor were the vallies enrich 'd with 
thofe waving harvefls which twice, as 
the year perform'd its courfe,were wont I 

to fill the reaper's hand. It appear'd 
an extenfive plain, diverfified by fallow 
fields and ruffet paflures, where meagre | 

flocks in vain explored the fcanty her* i 
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bage. The hufbandmen were fcen re- 
clining beneath Teaflefs hedge-rows, 
and defponding (hepherds mournfully 
furveying their fainting folds. Yet 
amidft the devaftations of famine, the 
brethren beheld thofe capacious build- 
ings in which the Egyptians had depo- 
fited the overplus of the fruitful years. 

Simeon exclaim'd, O Egypt ! highly 
favour'd by Heaven ! how art thou 
exempted from the mifery which is 
fallen on the nations around. 
Though the increafe of thy river is fup- 
prefs'd, and nature ceafes to pour her 
treafures o'er thy land, yet feeleft 
thou not the anger of Omnipotence ! 
Thy ftorehoufes are full of the preci- 
ous grain, and thy people enjoy the 
bleflings of abundance. What feraph, 
anxious for thy welfare, dar'd pene- 
trate the fecret determinations of the 

Most 
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Most High, and whifper to thee the 
timely adtnonition ?■ What wifdom 
more than human infpir'd thy rulers, 
and enlightened the uaderftandhig of 
thy minillers ? 

Jofeph and his belov'd Afenath were 
enjoying in a grove of palms the cool* 
nefft of the morning air.— The delicate 
whitenefs of her fkin was enlivened by 
a beautiful glow ; and the perpetual fe- 
renity of her mind diffused inexpref- 
fible fweetnefs o'er her lovely counte- 
nance ; her radiant eyes were anima- 
ted with augmented brilliancy, as flie 
furvey'd her infant fons who were play- 
ing on the lawn ; to Jofeph they ex- 
prefs'd the pureft love and moft ex- 
alted friendfhip : he, in whofe enrap- 
tur'd fmile the tender hufband and 
the afFe£lionate parent were at once 
difplay'd, fondly beholding the ami- 
able partner of his foul, exclaim'd, 

How 
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Mow lovely, my Afenatli, are the 
charms of opening day ! the ruddy 
eaft, glowing with the rofy blulhes c£ 
Aurora, enkindle in the virtuous breaft 
the livelieft emotions of gratitude for 
renovated light.- — Yes, Bounteous 
Parent OF THE Universe ! I adore 
' thy beneficence, whofe goodnefs fills 
the circling year and furrounds me with 
innumerous benefits; but chiefly I 
thank thee for that precious gift which 
fweetens every bleffing ; I praife thee 
for my Afenath, whofe virtues infpire 
me with facred emulation, whofe be- 
lov'd fociety is the fource of unfpeak- 
able felicity • 

Whilft he thus exprefs'd the efFufions 
of his gratitude and love, the little 
Ephraim and Manaffeh were engag'd 
in artlefs converfe. — See, faid Ephra- 
im, my dear brother, what charming 
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colours adorn the face of yonder fky t 
^ — How beautiful look the glittering 
clouds! — The fun fhines forth {roio: 
behind thofe grey hills which we dif? 
cern at a diftance ; he lights the httle 
birds to their fports among thehuflies.— 
Hark ! they already welcome the Hght^ 
and tune thofe fweet notes which have 
fo often delighted us in the brown cop- 
pice. — But can you tell why the fields 
and woods look lefs charming than they 
were wont? — The trees exhibit a faded 
hue, inftead of that beautiful green 
which us'd fo much to charm us. It 
is a long time fince I faw the reapers 
cut down the yellow harvefts in yonder 
valley. — Our father has often told us^ 
that God clothes the meadow with 
flowers and the forefts with verdure ;— 
why does he now deny this beautiful 
livery to nature ? — Our father, replied 
the innocent ManaiTeb, has often told 

us 
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Hs alfo, that the kind Being who crea- 
ted us and all the pleafmg objeCls which 
we fee, is good and mercifal ; and if 
he withhold thofe beautiful fcenes frdttt 
our viewj ftill we will love him ; we 
will delight to obey. him. 

Their conrerfation was heard by the 
tender parents. Jofeph cad a look of 
inexpreffible felicity on his belov'd Afe- 
nath^ whofe eye fparkled with extatic 
delight, and a tear which trembled ill 
the vifualdtb, quitted its radiant ftatioh 
and trickled down her lovely cheek, 

Meain titfie the brethren had attained 
the houfe of Jofeph ; in a fpacious 
dome^ whofe arched roof fecluded the 
fervor of the piercing fiin, they reftedf 
theii^ Weary feet^ while that effulgent 
luminary, ptitfuing his courfe through 
the azure vault, darted his fervent- 
R 2 beams 
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beams o'er all the fainting globe.-— 
The minifter of Pharaoh return'd to 
his houfe, and his prefence diffus'd 
joy throughout his numerous boufe« 
bold. Each faithful domeftic beheld 
his approach with joy and filial reve- 
rence. The ftrangers were introduced 
to his prefence ; they bow'd before 
him, and implor'd his aid to fuftain 
their drooping families. Whilft they 
fpake, the benevolent eye of Jofeph 
wander'd with ftrange emotion o'er 
their form.^— The remembrance of 
thole who own'd with him one com- 
mon parent, was not eras'd from his 
mind ; — herecogniz'd his brethren ;— 
nature melted within his breaft;— thrice 
the purple current rufh'd impetuous 
to his cheek, and thrice it return'd to 
the feat of every generous feeling. 
•—He advanced towards them ;— again 
he retreated ;— his trembling fteps led 

him 
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him precipitately to an innerapartment; 
there he indulg'd thofe emotions which 
fliook his mortal frame.— The feraph 
Enoah follow'd his belov'd charge ; he 
faw the tender confliQ:, and dropp'd a 
celeftial tear. — O fenfibilitv ! cried the 
immortal, thou beft gift of the Bene- 
ficent Creator ! From thee even 
felicity derives its eflence ! Thou art 
the precious boon which giv'ft the hu- 
man foul to tafte of joys ecftatic and 
divine ! 

The harmonious voice of the feraph 
founded in the ear of Jofeph as the 
gentle whifpers of the newly awaken'd 
breeze.— The perturbations of his bo- 
fom were hufh'd, and every faculty 
luird into a fweet compofure.—- He 
arofe to return to his brethren. Ah! 
he cried, is fuch the ecftatic blifs ? — 
Shall I again fold in thefe fraternal 
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arms tb^ children of my belov'd fk^ 
ther?— O iranrcendfcnt joy !-ii-*-i-But 
ihould there yet remain the feeds of 
that baneful paffion which led them to 
force me from Ifrael's paternal roof^ 
bow will they now behold my eldvadon ? 
—Rather by feign'd harlhnefs let me 
prove what fentiments they fiill retain. 

He return'd to the expeftant ten, 
and feigning ignorance of their Ian- 
guage, addrefs'd them by an interpret 
ter.— Ye come, faid he, from fome 
happy climate which is yet unvifited 
by the Eternal's wrath, to efpy oor 
widow'd land, once fair and fertile, but 
now bereft of all bergayeft robes by 
Heaven's chaftening hand. — Reuben, 
advancing, replied to the fevere accu- 
fation, Alas ! my lord, we are no fpies ; 
from the once fruitful land of Canaan 
wc are come, where yet our father 

lives. 
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fives* Twelve of us, bretbren, once 
gladden'(i bis paternal roof, and fiU'd 
his hofpicable board. — Our youngeft 
brother yet remains, to foothe the 
heavy hours of age, and with filial piety 
alleviate the iorrows of a tender pa« 
iFenl, who finks ov/erwhelm'd with woe, 
and in fpeechlefs grief laments a loft, a 
favoured fen. 

Jofeph with feign'd aufterity re- 
fum'd. This fpecious tale ye have welE 
oomriv'd, to gain on my credulity; but 
know, O ft rangers ! your infidious er- 
rand needs a better glofs.— — Ye are 
fjpies, fent from fome hoftile kingdonv 
to obtain advantage o*er our delolated 
country. — But if ye would evince your 
innocence, affent to what I now pro- 
propofe : Let one of you remain an 
hoft.age, whim ye, returning to your 
Und, conduft from thence the lad of 

whom ye fpake^ 

At 



At his words, the countenances of 
the ten were o'ercaft by grief and de-^ 
rpair; they broke into loud lamen- 
tations ; the vaulted dome echo'd with 
their groans. — We now perceive, my 
haplefs brethren, faid Napthalim, the 
juft revenge of an oflFended Deity :— 
even here it follows us, nor climes re- 
mote can (hield us from its force.— 
Should we, with motion rapid as that 
of thought, dart to the diftant verge 
of the wide earth, even there our bro- 
ther's moans would pierce the air, and 
the confcious winds repeat his fighs.— 
When he fought our compaffion, we 

were deaf to his entreaties. Ah ! 

what was his offence ? — If he err'd, 
it was in loving us too well, who 
fought his life. — No bitter enemy with 
us contended ; a guiltlefs brother was 
the objeQ: of our rancour.— O injur'd 
excellence ! if yet thou liveft, pardon 

the 
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the foul ofFcnce ! — Perhaps overcome 
by the weight of thine affliflion, thou 
haft refign d thy breath, far from thy 
country and every focial endearment. 
No paternal arm fuftain'd thy droop- 
ing head ; no friendly breaft caught 
thy expiring foul. — Lift up, offended 
juftice, thy vindiftive rod ! pour all 
thy vengeance on our guilty heads I 
Without repining we will yield to thy 
juft chaftifement, 

Jofeph heard their repentant accents 
with fenfations fuch as heavenly natures 
feel when wandering finners quit the 
deftruftive path of vice and feck their 
God. His emotions became too pow- 
erful for mortality. Again he retir'd 
to his chamber, and fought relief in 
tears. — I thank thee,he faid, O Foun- 
tain OF Mercy! This day I be- 
hold thofe who are ftill dear to my 
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foul, the children of my belov'd fire ? 
my once embitter'd enemies! not ac- 
tuated by inflam'd paffions,but foften'd 
by repentance !— •Strengthen their re- 
turning virtue, and lead their guilty 
xninds to peace ! 

Mean time a tender conteft had aii- 
len amongit the brethren.— Each ira- 
pelVd by the remembrance of bis 
crime, fought the humiliating fetters ; 
they contended who flbould remain the 
required hoftage.— Simeon, waving his 
hand, fiFenc'd the loud clamour : Ye 
all, my brethren, faid he, too freely- 
yielded to the black defign; but I 
alone confign'd the viflim of our ha- 
tred to the dreary pit : thefe hands 
performed the detefted deed, for which 
I fubmit them to the galling fetters — 
flight puniCbment for fo grofs a crime ! 
—Return you in fafety to our father; 

be 
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be it your talk to foothe his forrows 
and fupport his withered age, and let 
the youthful Benjamin poffefs your con- 
ftant love. — Farewell, my brethren ! 
May the Eternal give you peace ! 
T o him Zebulun replied, O Si- 
meon ! is it juft that thou alone fuftain 
the vengeance which we have all de- 
ferv'd ? — What did'ft thou of that ab- 
horred deed more than us ? — We all 
are felf-condemn'd. — What then re- 
mains but mutually to bear the punilh- 
ment due to our crime.- — We will pafs 
the fad remnant of our wretched days, 
imprifon'd in this diftant land. 

What, O my unhappy brother ? Si- 
meon return'd, haft thou propos'd ? — 
Is then the remembrance of our aged 
parent, our infant offspring, worn from 
thy breaft ? and on our heads, already 
wet with fratricide, ihall we draw the 
S 2 murder 
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murder of our fire ? — Thy fcheme is 
fraught with deftruflion to him and all 
his houfehold ; for whilft we here re-' 
main in fad captivity, they muft fall a 
prey to grief and famine. Since then 
our offence has juftly incurred the an- 
ger of offended Heaven, in humble 
adoration let us fubmit ; in the midft 
of judgment the Most High remem- 
bers mercy. 

His arguments prevaird. — The fons 
of Jacob prepar'd to quit the land ; 
their numerous camels fuftain'd the 
precious loads ; in filent forrow they 
departed from their imprifon'd bro- 
ther. — Scarcely were they withdrawn 
from Egypt, when Jofeph commanded 
his attendants to releafe the captive 
Simeon. Often was he prompted to 
fold him in his affectionate arms, but 
defirous to give (lability to returning 
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virtue, he delayed the melting expla- 
nation. 

And now the nine approach'd the 
borders of Canaan ; it was the hour of 
eve, and Jacob was fitting at the door 
of his humble dwelling. — Near him 
flood his belov'd Benjamin, difpcnfing 
the fcanty grain to the feather'd inhabi- 
tants of the grove. In vain with bufy 
wing the little warblers had patroll'd 
the brown foreft ; the hedge-rows, be- 
reft of their leafy pride, afforded 
nought but withered tendrils to their 
refearch. The benevolent defcendant 
of Rachel fupplied their wants. — Par- 
take, faid he, ye fellow tenants of the 
globe, what yet our litde ftores afford* 
—The lime will come, when yonder 
plain will yield again the yellow Iheaf, 
and ye in vernal ftiades lliall chant 
your tuneful loves. 

Ifrael 
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. Ifrael lifting his eyes to the fummit 
of the weftern hills, beheld his children 
approaching, and his foul was elevated 
in a tranfport of gratitude and joy. 
Soon they attain'd the plain of Mamre, 
and proftrate at the feet of their father 
implor'd his paternal benediftion.— 
Ye objefts of my conftant cares, faid 
the afFeftionate parent, blefled be the 
God of Abraham, who has brought 
you fafely on your way !~-But, ah ! do 
T behold your numbers diminifh'd ?~ 
One is not.-!-- Why fold I not my be- 
lov'd Simeon in thefe longing arms ?— 
He fpake,but none replied. — In filence 
the brethren hung down their heads, 
overwhelm'd with grief.— —Jacob re- 
join'd, Wherefore are ye filent, O my 
children ? — Why fay ye not that Si- 
meon is no more ?-^Already I fore- 
bode the dreadful tale.— Speak ye, nor 

fear 
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feaf ta wound a heart which has lonjj 
keen inur'd to forrow, 

Reuben unfolded the fad intelligence. 
—Thy fon, faid he, O thou who gave 
us birth ! is yet alive. He is retained 
in bonds till thou pcrmitteft thy mucb 
lov'd Benjamin to go with us to Egypt. 
—So has the governor decreed. His 
prefence only can effeft theerrfargc- 
jnent of our brother.— As when from 
fome dark cloud, fudden the tremens 
dous thunder burfts,refounding hollow 
through the dome of Heaven, the 
traveller hears aghaft, and ftands ap- 
paird.— Such terror fill'd the mind of 
Ifrael when he reeeiv'd the unwelcome 
tidings.— My fon ! the reverend mour- 
ner faid ; the laft remain of h^r whofe 
early death I yet deplore ! — Foirbid it 
Heaven !— Jofeph is not, and Simeon 
I Ihall fee no mo^e ; and will ye wreft 

from 



( M4 ) 

from me the only prop of my declh 
ning years ? — Then preffing the young 
Benoni clofer to his breaft, the afflifted 
patriarch refum'd, My fon Ihall not go 
down. Should evil wait him in the 
way, thefe hoary locks muft to the 
grave defcend with aggravated woe. 

Benjamin call himfelf at his father's 
feet. — Permit me, O my fire ! faid he, 
to quit for awhile thy paternal roof, to 
be the happy inftrument of reftoring 
freedom to our imprifon'd brother. — 
The Eternal will preferve us both to 
rejoice thy fight again. — But if one of 
usisdeftin'd to remain in bondage, be 
mine alone the lot,— No fmiling in- 
fants will enquire my return ; no weep- 
ing fpoufe lament my (lay. — And O 
how lightly fit thofe fetters which the 
confcioufnefs of reditude upholds!— • 
Yes, my belov'd Simeon,! will haftcn 

to 
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to thy enlargement ; I will reftore thee 
to domeftic happinefs. 

Ifrael tenderly furvey'd the fuppli- 
ant youth, but replied not. — He arofe, 
and with mournful air retir'd to a 
grotto which feem'd adapted by nature 

.to penfive mufing. A rill falling 

from the rock yielded its hoarfe mur- 
murs, and the craggy roof was cover'd 
with mantling ivy ; its entrance was 
£haded by a row of lofty pines, which 
feem'd to hide their ancient heads 
within the clouds.— There the diftrefs'd 
parent utter'd his complaints ; his gen- 
tle fighs were whifper'd through the 
dufky cave.— O Thou, faid he, who 
did'ft create man ! why haft thou thus 
conftrufted the human frame, that even 
the fprings of happinefs become too 
oft the fource of keeneft woe ? — Thou 
haft attun'd the foul to focial joy ; but, 
Vol. II. T ah! 
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ah? what unforefeen events have power 
to jar the facred firings !*— Yet be 
hufti'd,my griefs, left I arraign Eter- 
nal Justice !— Perhaps ihechaftife- 
tnents of Heaven are levell'd at the 
errors of parental tendernefe. Per- 
liaps too fondly have I lov'd the ami- 
lible offspring of -my lamented Rachel. 
Then welcotne ye fevere difpenfations 
of Impartial Provioence ! The 
heart whofe ^eaknefs has deferv'd wiH 
fcear the cruel Aroke.— Yet muftiay 
Benjamin be compell'd from my fight T 
Muft he fhare the haplefs Joieph's fate ? 
— Here the afBifted fire utter'd a deep- 
groan, and remained filent in an agoay 
of woe. 

The amiable Dinah had prfepard a 
repaft for her long abfent brethren,—- 
She kneaded cakes of fineft flour ; and 
Benjamin,affidaousinthe pleafingtafk, 

had 
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bad procur'd hpiiie^y fxoxa the rock* 
Milk of kine, and purple clufters of the 
grape, the well preferv'd produce of 
former years^ crQMi^n'd the focial table. 
w-Th^ fons of Ifi:ael fat each by th^ 
ot>je3 of his conjugal afFe£tion3, and 4 
train of prattliq^ injE^ts play'd around, 
-rrrRut the lovely dan^fel (har'd not th<t 
tepall i/yfhich fee had provided. Sh© 
iat apftijt^ heightening the general feOi^ 
vity by foft note^ of her ivory lute, 
Thq tender founds were expreffive of 
% ple^ng &4n^fs; and a^ her fingers 
tQ^ch'd the Hielodious iai^urpent^ (ho 
melted imp tears. — r-^Amongft thp 
daughters of Paleftine there was nono 
flaore lovely than the fail* defcendant 
of Leah ; but a loft melancholy was 
^read o'er her air. She d^clin'd 
the rofy chaplets which were woven for 
her by the Jhepherds, and lov'd to fit 
at even beneath the (hade of a willow, 
T 2 lift'ning 
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lift'ning to the warbles of the nightin- 
gale. 

Long the houfeholds of Ifrael were 
enliven'd by plenty, and rejoic'd in 
the abundance which benignant pro- 
vidence had provided; but now their 
ftores were exhaufted, and they again* 
felt the preffure of famine.— The bre- 
thren affembled before their father ; 
their embarrafs'd countenances de- 
clare their wants, yet none durft name 
the hard condition.— Too plainly their 
forrowful parent difcern'd the purport 
of their filence. Why, O my fons ! 
faid he, did ye declare ye had a bro- 
ther? — To whom Judah reply'd, He 
afk'd us of our kindred; could we 
know he would exaft this proof of our 
fincerity ? — Yet, O my father ! con- 
fign the tender youth to my hand^and 
on me alone may thy dilpleafure reft, 

if 
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if he return not to thee in fafety 1— 
And now, all felf-coUefted, the patri- 
arch bends fubmiflive to the will of 
Heaven.— I will no longer withhold 
the lad ; take with you the comfort of 
mine age,and provide a prefent for the 
governor of what our wafted country 
yet affords. See where the weeping 
ing myrrh diftills in fragrance, and the 
bee depofits her precious ftores among 
the craggy rocks. Let fome afcend 
the airy height of the almond tree and 
gather its emollient treafures. Thefe 
ihall ye carry with you into Egypt, 
and may the God of Abraham proteft 
you on your way ! 

With tales full of attractive fweet- 
nefs, and the tender exertions of fra- 
ternal love, the youthful Benoni be- 
guil'd the tedious journey till they at- 
tained the frontiers of Egypt*— Impa- 
tient 



UejQJL tordeare hi^ iQaprifQ&*d bKUher; 
be ftopp'd not tp co^eir^late ^ works 
of sirt, the fDj^^ificeiM^e of the ciide^ 
or th/e op ii^£K:e. every; wbeife CQnlpicu« 
ous through the Egyptian laad.T^They 
arriv'd at the diwelliog oF Jpfepb. A 
traia of obfequious atijei^Dia cqa-. 
dbi^^ed them ta. tke loAy doiap^ ; iba^ 
coDvey'd then* water of the i^ookft 
ftiream ia bureifii'd vafi^s; others l^ed; 
their drooping camels tQ vefr^flikig 
paHures.^-nAmong the nttmb^rs wbicl^ 
throng'd the happy wanfion, they Fe-^s 
cogfiiz'd Simeon iheix" brother, unop- 
pref&d by galling fetters. He fp*ung^ 
towards them. — WelcoiBe^ my b^e-. 
thren. faid he, to this refidence of ur- 
h^fMf and peace! this happy fpot, 
where plenty boWs her court, wher«t 
fweec content foUows the footft^ps of 
labour, and every bofpm feejs tbe 
bki£ng of a wife and virtOQu; govern-^ 

ment ! 
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fhfent !— Bat <^k)i»i do I beboid f-*-iny 
Benjamin !— Ah ! what perfuafive plea 
i*id«c'd our fathei to yield the belov'd 
youth from his paternal fight ! 

The prefence of the atniable Beflno- 
tii had awaken'd in ihe bread of Si- 
meon the memory of Jofeph. Iboii 
deafir refemblance, he exclaim'd, of thy 
laintnted brctbet ! here lei me fold 
ihee to my bleeding heart*— Ah ! that 
f'ngagrnglook, that Heaven iHumtn'd 
eye, fd looked, fo fntfil'd, in Dothan"^ 
fatal plain ! — The contrite afecents feH 
unfiniQi'd from his quiv'ring lip ; he 
iigh*d, he wept, and in an agony of 
grief fdl on the tieck of Bcnjan^in, 
^ho 4ong us*d to hear the feign'd tale 
mth ivhich the ear of Ifraelhad beeh 
attius*d, mingled his tears, not* fut 
pefted the real caufe from whence fuch 
forrow fprang, A«n «ngel of mercy 

caught 



'CaBght ibe precious drops ; he depo- 
fited them in a phial of celeftial tex« 
ture, and afcending to the empyreum 
plac'd the grateful offering before the 
fanQuary of Heaven.— Reft here, faid 
the benign feraph, ye precious effu- 
fions of unfeign'd penitence, more 
pleafing to the Eternal than all the 
fragrant incenfe which the earth emits 
from her odorous bofom, when rob'd 
in the gayeft tints of fpring. The time 
fliall come, that tinftur'd by the drops 
of Calvary, ye fhall from every fpot 
ablute the repentant foul. 

The minifter of Pharaoh came forth 
from his chamber, not diftinguifli'd by 
purple or gold, but array'd in the inte- 
grity x)f his heart, which like a cele- 
ftial robe enfolded him, and imparted 
dignity to his mien beyond the power 
of grandeur. Aw'd by his prefence, 

the 
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the brethren funk opprcfs'd before Mm; 
but he, tenderly raifing them from their 
fuppliant pofture, beheld the fon of his 
bclov'd mother ; then every amiable^ 
every tender affeflion preffing on his 
mind, he exclaim'd, God, O my fon I 
be gracious to thee. — Opprcfs'd na- 
ture funk beneath the precious weight of 
his fenfations. — The brethren beheld 
the amiable emotion, yet were uncon* 
fcious of the caufe. — He retir'd from 
their prefence, whilft the obfequious at- 
tendants prepare a repaft for the noon- 
tide hour. They heap the Ihining ca- 
nifters with bread ; the ornamented 
bowl is replenifhed with fparkling 
juice, and the liberal board awaits its 
hofpitable lord. 

Jofeph had wafh'd from his face the 
veftiges of his emotion, and again ap- 
pears before his brethren. He places 

Vqu II. U each 



each according to his feniority# The/ 
contemplate the juft arrangement with 
filent lurprife. To all he difpenfes the 
plenteous viands. Feftivity expands 
her chearful wing, and confidence ani- 
mates the countenances of the guefts. 

As when fome cruel hand has from 
its neft compelled a trembling bird, im- 
patient of reftraint the little warbler 
flutters its wings^ and labours to greet 
again its kindred brood. — Thus the be- 
nevolent heart of Jofeph yearn'd to- 
wards his belov'd relatives. Qne trial 
more, and one alone remained, to 
evince their penitence fincere, and 
prove their affe£lion for the youthful 
Benjamin. — He permits them to de- 
part, accompanied by Simeon, whom 
the happy youth a thoufand times em- 
braces, with joy tranfported to have 

procured his liberty, And now in 

thought 



thought they greet their aged fire, and 
all his anxious cares repay with ten- 
fold happinefs. — But foon obfcur'd are 
all their pleafing views ; a meflenger 
from Egypt overtakes the happy group, 
and fternly aflcs for the fecreted cup, 
Aftonifti'd, yet in innocence fecure, 
they pledge their freedom for the hei- 
nous theft. Each opes his fack, when 
lo ! in that of Benjamin appears the 

fliining treafure. While filent with 

amazement all remain, the well in* 
ftru6led meflenger difplays the curious 
veflel to the light. On its wrought 
fides the ingenious artift had difplay*d 
his fkill, and in the nice defign ex- 
prefs'd the fertility oE Egypt. — With 
reeds entwin'd around his ancient 
brows, old Nilus from a copious urn 
pour'd a redundant flood, while fmiling 
plenty in his hand he led, that o'er the 
vales fcatter'd the plenteous grain ; 
U 2 gay 
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gay Qiepherds piping to their llocks^ 
and nymphs from loaded branches ga- 
thering richcft fruits. The pillar'd 
dome, the pyramid, and all the works 
of art with thofe of nature blended, 
completed the pifturefque defign. 

But now opprefs'd with anxious 
doubts, the brethren regain'd the Egyp-i 
tian land. — — Jofeph, whofe eyes yet 
gliften'd with the tear of fraternal love, 
awaited their approach; andfuppreffing 
the tendered emotions that everwarm'd 
a mortal bread, dernly demanded the 
ofFendertforhisflave.—— Scarcely bad 
he utter d the dreadful fentence, when 
Judah approaching thus fpake : Suffer, 
O my lord J thy wretched fuppliant to 
plead for pity. Opprefs'd with grief, 
and mourning ftill th|e lofs of a belov'd 
fon, our aged father heard the dread 
command to yield this youth, the com- 
fort 
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fort of Vis age, the laft fad pledge of a 
belov'd wife. Long we preferr*d oui:' 
fuit in vain, till urg'd by dire neceffity, 
<hc forrowing parent affented to the 
hard condition. But if the lad returns 
not to his arms, with forrow fhall his 
hoary head defcend into the grave.~ 
Send then the innocent offender to 
gladden his parental lighti and I a wil« 
ling bondman will remain. 

No longer able to reprefs his feel- 
ingSy Jofeph commanded the Egyp* 
tians to retire. Then drew near that 
awful moment, when the human mind, 
fuperior to every meaner pai&on, (hone 
in its native excellence, as on the day 
when the Great Creator imprefs'd 
it with bis own all perfe£l image.— <- 
Obedient to the command of Jofeph, 
the Egyptians retire ; he fits alone with 
bis brethren. He is filent ; his expref- 

fivc 
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five eyes are animated by the un-. 
defcribable feelings ^ of his heaving 
bread ; his cheeks flufli a brighter 
glow; he fpeaks;'but who in mortal 
language can dcfcribe the feraphic fen- 
fations of the fon of Ifrael, when ivy 
accent? foft as the voice of angels, 
whifpering peace to dying penitents, he 
exclaitn'd, I am Jofeph ! — Yes, my 
belov'd bretliren, I am indeed he whont 
you fold into Egypt ! 

As fome fond mother who has rcr 
fign'd her darling offspring to the duft, 
whilft weeping o'er the penfive urn, 
hears the tranfporting tidings that her 
child furvives, what mix'd emotions 
agitate her bleeding heart ! fhe trem- 
bles — hopes — believes — ^yet doubts.— 
AftoniOiM nature, dabious to which 
paflion to incline, diffolvesin tears. 
The brethren thus, with joy and doubt, 

heard 
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Jeard the amazing tale ; they recoiled 
the features of their long lamented 
brother; but fwifter than the vivid 
Jightning's flafll, the memory of their 
^uilt crufh'd the new born joy.— • 
Again their timid eye fell confcious on 
the ground : but he on whofe foul Hea- 
ven with a beam of mercy had drawn 
its own benignant image, difpell'd their 
rifing fears. — Let not, faid he, one felf- 
accufing thought o'ercloud the felicity 
of this day. He in whofe all-perfeft 
light, events yet hid within the bofom 
of futurity are clearly feen, did fend 
me hither to preferve lives yet dearer 
thanmyown. — Thenfallingontheneck 
of Benjamin, the tender pair mingled 
their tears. — He now embraced all bis 
brethren, and folded to his benevolent 
breaft thofe who had fought - his life. — 
He wept dloud : the elFufions of his 

fraternal 



'( >6o ) 

fraternal love were heard iathe regal 
dwellings of the fovereign. 

The brethren cflay'd to fpeak, but 
the organs of articulation were fupr 
prefs'd ; their contrite accents died on 
the trembling lip, while tra^fport, lovci 
and true contrition wept at once.— ^ 
Jofeph whofe face yet gliften'd with the 
focial drops, thus addrcfs'd them : Re* 
lurn, my brethren, to our aSedionate 
fire, and acquaint him of my profpe-* 
rity in Egypt. Say, The Eternal, 
whom Abraham with implicit reve- 
rence obey'd, whom Ifaac fear'd, and 
thou with unremitting ardors daft 
adore; be hath thy fon,thy longla-^ 
mented Jofeph from a dungeon rais'd^ 
to be the iburce of wealth and bappi* 
rrcfs to thee and all thy houfe.— Leave 
then thy widow'd land; the, fruitful 
plains of Egypt are before thee ; in 

Gofhen 
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Gdttien thou fhalt dwell, whilft I witfcr 
pious care will nourifh thy declining 
years. 

The ten obey his voice ; they haftert 
to their aged father, and unfold the 
wond'rous tale.— The crimfon torrent 
almoft forgot to flow ; aftonifli'd na** 
ture coUefted all her force to aid the 
patriarch's feeble frame, and fuftain the 
flood of joy. He fainted, for he be- 
liev'd them not. — But fee, replied his 
enraptur'd fons, the pleafing harbin- 
gers on yonder hill will foon confirm 
the ftupendous truth! — Thefe Ifrael 
faw, and with extatic feelings cry'd. 
It is enough ! Jofeph, my fon, is yet 
alive ; I will go and fee him before I 
die.— The meflengers of the generous 
Pharaoh arrive, and all with ready 
hands affift to lade the waggons and 
accommodate the numerous houfljold. 

Vol. II. X —At 
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—At length the venerable patriarch, 
efcorted by his fons, his daughters, 
their lifping infants, and all their do- 
meftic train, began the pleafing jour- 
ney. 

The tedious way was trodden with 
hafty fteps ; foon they attained Beer- 
flieba, honour'd place ! where the 
Great Ruler of the fpheres deign'd 
to accept thofe hallow'd facrifices which 
Ifrael caus'd to afcend in fragrant 
fleams. — While midnight (hades o'er- 
fpread the Heavens, and fleep's foft 
fetters had bound the good man's 
powers, nature's Great Parent, in 
accents which hufli'd the furges of the 
mind to peace, divinely fpake, Jacob ! 
Jacob, my favoured fon! fear not to 
enter the plains of Egypt, for where- 
e'er thou art, my hand omnipotent fhall 
be thy conftant guard. Jofeph, thy . 

fon. 
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fon, ffiall calm thy ruffled mind, and 
by his lenient cares foften the woes of 
thy declining life. — Soon as the orient 
lamp of day had ting'd the diftant 
hills, the honour'd family, after they 
had fent their morning adorations to 
the Ikies, purfu'd their way. 

Impatient to embrace the venerable 
author of his being, Jofeph with pious 
ardor prepared to anticipate his arrivaU 
He afcended his chariot. The foam- 
ingcourfersbounded o'er the lengthened 
plain ; their rapid footfteps were heard 
among the hills. — The orb of day was 
defcending to the ocean when he at- 
tain'd the beautiful valley of Sinai/ 
which is bounded on every fide by 
lofty eminences. — Here flocks, whiter 
than fnow, crop the flow'ry foil, and the 
adjacent groves are fill'd Avith fhep- 
X 2 herds 



< t€4 ;) 

iierds, the melody of whofe 'reeds re-r 
verbcrates from the rocks.— Fronj 
afar a cloud of dud was feen to arife ; 
the bleating of herds and the voices 
of an innumerous multitude were dif*- 
tinflly heard. 

Now the crimfon clouds approached 
the earth.— A radiant hoft alighted on 
the top of Horeb5the fplendor of whofe 
celeftial Ihields was reflefted on the dif* 
tant mountains. Thefe were the guar* 
dian angels of the houfe of Ifrael.--^ 
The lofty fides of the facred mount 
were cover'd by the immortals, aft<J 
Libanus's majeftic brow was irradi- 
ated by the divine effulgence* 

The inhabitants of Canaan de« 
fcended into the valley. — Jofephdif* 
cern'd amMft the multitude the vene- 
rable* perfon of his aged father. He 

alighted 



<AHgfeted from his chariot i he ran ; he 
fell on the neck of IfraeL — The gopd 
pld man with fault'ring accents faid« 
Now let me die, fince I have feen thy 
face and thou art yet alive.— An awful 
filence luccecded the (blemn inter- 
view ; the fanning zephyrs ceas'd to 
agitate the palms, and nature herfelf 
ieem'd huQi'd in profound attention. 

Now by the ftill ear of night were 
heard the fongs of the immortals ; the 
refplendent hofts on mount Horeb 
lifted their celeftial voices ; they liing, 
Rejoice thou Heaven, and ye inhabi*- 
tants of earth, for now is theExER^ 
ijAL glorified! — the myfterious dif^ 
penfations of his providence are re* 
veal'd to men ! 

Ye fons of light, who from etherial 
orbs furvey the dwellings of mortality^ 

behold 
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behold the Almighty Ruler of th6 
ftars (loops to conduft the events of 
this minuter fphere ! Exalt him ye 
who with unclouded view contemplate 
his perfeftions, adore the fovereign of 
innumerous worlds ! Tell it, ye mi- 
nifters of light ! proclaim it to the diC- 
tant orbs, that He at whofe creative 
word myriads of funs burft into light 
and blaz'd exhauftlefs fires ; who leads 
the planets, and ordains the unwieldly 
comets a ftated courfe amidft the track- 
lefs aether! He/ with unwearied love, 
condufts the various lots of finful men ! 
He permitteth affliftion to alight on 
his belov'd, and maketh adverfity to 
be the portion of his chofen ; but 
through the dreary path he leads them 
tofelicity;and rewards, greater than the 
bounteous earth affords, crown their 
fevere probation. — Beneath the pref- 
fure of calamity, O mortals! exalt 

your 
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your joyous hymns; let your fongd 
declare his beneficence. 

Thou, Horeb, rejoice ! — Ye hills of 
Paleftine bend your wood-crown'd 

tops ! Ye awful forefts ! ye lucid 

ftreams ! behold your God is glorified ! 
— But chief, ye happy favourites of 
Omnipotence! ye belov'd defen- 
dants of Abraham ! tell it among the 
nations that the earth is governed by 
Unerring Wisdom ! — Let Jacob re- 
found the important truth, and the tents 
of Ifrael reverberate the grateful 
theme ! 

Rejoice thou Heaven ! and ye in^ 
habitants of earth ! for now is the 
Eternal glorified ! — The mylterious 
difpenfations of his providence are re- 
veal'd to men ! 

F I N I &, 
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V O L. I. 

Page 28. line 9, for lucid fluce, itzA/ntmii. 

Page 29, me i6, for</5tfr<r. read dtrive. 

Kage 34, line 2, for u^, read /»/. 

Page 36, line 10. for «„„«/,</ read a«««/,. 

Page 47, me 3, for -A<ffa/« read ^,<?«„. 

Page 54, laft line but one. for /««V>ci,, reaa; 

Page 67, line 18, for exfiatic, read *;tM/,V. 
Page 80, h^o 10, ht filial lo'venzd fraternal. 
Page 101, line 5, for irriguous flream, read «-. 

Page 106. lineii,for/.m^/^/,read/,rr^y?„V.. 

Page 116, ^^}^e<i,fot filial taJk.ttidfleaLz. 

Page 131, lineg, for>»ready««. 

Page 1 32, line 1 1 , for luield, read hurl. 

Page 164, line 6, infert a comma after the wordt 

fenfibility. 
Page 19, line 14. for f«///»r/.read/«///«r^. 
In feveral paces, for cbryftal. read cryfial ; for 

«AmW. read ethereal ; and for fi«„«/ read 

chaiiti 

VOL. II. 

Page 3, line 17, for/urpafe/s, rtsid/urpajis. 

Page 31, line i, for ^r^?^, read dragged. 

Page 59, linez, after Eternal Wisdom, infert: 

a note of admiration infteadof a full point ; 

and in the 5th line of the fame page, inferc' 

a comma alter elate, and ^t\^ that after blef^ 

fing. 

Page 118, hne i^,ior draugJ^f, re^d drottg/j/. 
Page J 39^ line 10, for us, read w. 
Page i49i line c, dele />^. 
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